






CHRISTIAN DEVIATIONS AND THEIR
CORRECTION

COLlN CURRY

7. CONCLUDING COMMENTS

A review of the subject matter of always the cure and the corrective.
this sequence of papers gives At the most basic level of all, we

rise to a few general observations, may need to see again that His suf­
which it may be valuable to set ficiency alone is the adequate faun­
down in conclusion. dation upon which we can rely; or

First, we can scarcely fail to be we may need to realise afresh the
impressed with the breadth and vital truth of His resurrection, with­
variety of the problems dealt with out which our faith is vain, and
in these letters. A fuling is given upon which so much else depends.
here on many a difficult matter, and If clear on these fundamental mat­
in a way which should settle the is- teTs, help in proper Christian living
sue for all who will accept what will not cease to be needed. A life
Scripture says. It is clear that these true to the New Testament pattern
epistles provide a comprehensive has Christ Himself dwelling at its
body of corrective teaching. All centre, as its rule and its object. The
the shades and types of rnisunder- control upon our lives which our
standing which can affect Christians Lord can provide needs to be our
are covered in principle. We have continual experience. Enablement
also noticed again and again the and incentive for true Christian ac­
way this teaching suits present-day tivities and attitudes can only stem
needs. Not only have we seen its from a real and abiding knowledge
pertinence in the general sense, but of Himself. Right attitudes with
we have felt ourselves to be in- fellow-Christians will flow from
volved closely in requiring and need- such an appreciation of our Lord.
ing to respond to much of it. The Small matters will not be allowed to
sharp edge of the word of God, the divide us; joint concern for what
sword of the Spirit, touches the concerns His interests will take pre­
conscience still. But we have also cedence in our thoughts. From the
sensed the healing and helpful common recognition of His suprem­
qualities of this same God-given acy and authority will flow the real
word, if its guidance is accepted. experience of fellowship with

Secondly it is clear that, though others, of mutual profit and spiritual
the misapprehensions and the prob- growth, of helpful and constructive
lems are many and diverse, the activities and ministry amongst His
instruction which meets the difficul- people. In the awareness that His
ties has a strong common element promised return may indeed be
about it. In one way or another our close at hand will be found the corn­
faith is focussed upon Christ Him- fort and the stimulus needed to
self as the answer to every miscon- maintain our lives in hopeful confi­
ception and wrong tendency. It is dence and in patient allegiance to
as our lives as Christians lose that our Lord.
focus, that the defections and the Finally, encouragement is to be
misunderstandings arise; and re- found from the thought of the fore­
direction of faith towards Him is sight which provided this guidance
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for generation after seneration .of
Christian people. It IS clearly m­
tended for us, no less than for
believers of earlier times. These
letters certainly highlight our weak­
nesses to us: and it is important
that we should allow them to do so.
But, as we face these shortcomings,
clear direction and substantial sup­
port in overcoming them is also
given. The opportunity is always
with us in humility to accept
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and to obey this instruction,
to follow the guidelines here laid
down. The profit to be gained from
Scripture, by its own claim, arises
in part from the ., correction" and
the ., training in righteousness"
which it supplies (2 Timothy 3:
16, R.S.V.). These particular letters
would seem especially helpful along
these lines. May we, by accepting
and obeying their teaching, prove
their helpfUl qualities for ourselves.

R. THOMSON

A SHIELD AND AN EXCEEDING GREAT REWARD
(Genesis 14 and 15)

FROM the blessing and fellowship
which Abraham enjoyed at

Mamre we come now to the scene
of conflict which was soon to have
serious consequences for Lot. Be­
cause of the rebellion of those who
served Chedorlaomer, king of Elam,
for twelve years, we have four kings
engaged in warfare with five kings.
The battle was pitched in the vale
of Siddim, full of bitumen pits, and
there the kings of Sodom and
Gomorrah suffered defeat. GoodS
and victuals were taken, and Lot
who dwelt in Sodom, was captured.
His self-will and self-choosing had
brought this disaster upon him, and
he was sadly in need of a deliverer.
.. Know ye not, that to whom ye
yield yourselves servants to obey,
his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or
of obedience unto righteousness?"
(Romans 6: 16).

To whom could Lot turn for de­
liverance? We have no record of
his crying out to God for help; but
we do know that God was behind
the scenes and was working for the
deliverance of His righteous servant

who had fared so very grievously. A
fugitive from the battle came and
told Abram, the Hebrew. This is
the first occurrence of this term"
Hebrew, in the scriptures. It means
" emigrant", or a person who is
sojourning in a land not yet his own.
It suggests the New Testament
description: "pilgrims and stran­
gers ". A pilgrim is one who is
passing through to a place of prom­
ise; and a stranger is one of another
country. Truly, Abram was such,
as is typified by his tent and his
altar. The tent declared that he had
no settled place here, and the altar
symbolised his sweet communion
with God. .. For he looked for a
city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God " (He·
brews I I: 10). Also, the Lord
could say to the Jews .. Your father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day:
and he saw it, and was glad" (John
8: 56).

Abram dwelling in Mamre, enjoy­
ing its rich pasture, was the man of
resource for that present moment,
and was also prepared and willing
to be used by God for any service



ABRAHAM

which would be for His glory.
Having heard that his brother had
been taken captive, he gathered
together his three hundred and
eighteen servants, trained and in­
structed in his own house, and
pursued the adversaries as far as
Dan, the place of judgment. God
gave Abram a glorious victory; and
we see Abram in all the strength of
faith, with brilliant tactics, dividing
his comparatively small company,
attacking the enemies by night, and
finally smiting and pursuing them
as far as Hobah. Victory was as­
sured, for God was behind all the
operations and Abram brought back
all the goods, also his brother Lot
and his goods, along with the
women and the people. It was
really a full and spectacular tri­
umph, for God had assuredly been
the shield and protection for Abram,
the man of faith.

The hour of victory was also the
moment of great testing for the
victor. Would he be overcome
with thoughts of self-importance?
Could he resist the plaudits of the
world, soon to be offered to him?
Or, would God be glorified as a re­
sult of the triumph, and the servant
be blessed in his own soul? This
we are soon to see; for God had
purposed to minister grace and bles­
sing to the heart of His willing ser­
vant Abram. The testing came in
the congratulations from the king
of Sodom, who hailed him as the
victor over the enemies of Sodom.
They met in the valley of Shaveh
~level place), the king's dale. It al­
most suggests that the king of
Sodam recognized Abram as an
equal, even offering him all the
spoils of his victory.

Then came the great and mysteri­
ous Melchizedec, king of Salem, and
priest of the most high God, who
brought forth bread and wine to re­
fresh him after the conflict. He
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also conferred upon Abram bless..,
ings from God, the possessor of
heaven and earth, thereby giving
sustenance, cheer and blessing to
the victor. The true service of the
Mekhizedec priesthood is seen to
be blessing. not as in the case of the
Aaronic priesthood, sacrifice. Not
only did the blessing descend upon
the servant, but it also ascended in
thanksgiving to God, Who had de­
livered the enemies of Abram into
his hand. How very comforting
and encouraging this must have
been to Abram, whose very life and
practice was to be subject to God,
enjoying His favour day by day!
Thus we see the surpassing excel­
lency of that which is heavenly,
over that which is earthly. Further­
more, Abram gave Melchizedec
tithes of all that he had. One tenth
of the spoils of victory were willing­
ly offered to him who in Hebrews
7: 17 is declared to be a beautiful
type of Christ in His eternal priest­
hood. .. Thou art a priest for ever
after the order of Melchisedec."

It would almost seem that the
actual meeting with the king of
Sodom and his offer of the spoil took
place after the meeting of Abram
and Melchizedec. Abram appears
to base his refusal on a prior solemn
vow to the Lord, the most high God,
the possessor of heaven and earth,
that he would not take anything,
small or great, from the king of
Sodom, lest he should say, " I have
made Abram rich." What a noble
answer, so wonderfully in keeping
with one who had been feasting in
heavenly pastures, and enjoying the
blessing of God!

Thus we see in chapter 14 how
God became Abram's shield. Lot
had been delivered to return, alas, to
sojourn in Sodom; and Abram
proved the power of God, wi th the
blessing bestowed for his subjection
and obedience to Him. When the
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tempting offer from the world was
presented to him, he refused it, be­
cause he had been feasting upon the
things which were heavenly and of
God.

In chapter 15, to Abram the over­
corner, victorious through the
power of God, and receiving food
for the mighty from the hand of
Melchizedek, there is now opened
up a wonderful sphere of promise
and blessing from God. Indeed,
not only is this passage of the great­
est importance in the scheme of
divine truth, but it is the determin­
ing factor in current events in the
Middle East.

Having refused all the tempting
offers from the king of Sodom,
Abram is prepared to receive from
above that which will encourage and
strengthen him in the path of faith.
It is .. after these things" that we
see the unfolding of divine covenant
dealings with Abram (Genesis 15: I)
frrstly in connection with his seed,
and then in relation to the land of
inheritance. The covenant now to
be made with Abram is a great ad­
vance on that made with Noah re­
lating to the earth (Genesis 9: 12­
16) and confirmed by the bow in
the cloud. The Abrahamic cove­
nant was by sacrifice and blood
(Genesis 15: 9, la).

In these new communications
through the word of jehovah re­
corded in 15: I, a change seems to
be indicated. The public life of
His servant had been much in evi­
dence, in the altars erected, trials
endured, and victories gained. Now,
it would seem that God was to deal
with Abram in a private way, show­
ing what He could be to him in ful­
ness and sufficiency, through faith.
The word communicated is, "Fear
not, I am thy shield and thy exceed­
ing great reward". Had He not al­
ready been a shield to him as he
rescued Lot, and overcame the war-
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ring kings? Truly, He had; but
what about the exceeding great re­
ward? Here the boldness of faith
shone forth as Abram addressed
Adonai ]ehovah, the God able to
give blessing upon the earth. "Lord
God, what wilt thou give me, seeing
1 go childless?" Abram's great
desire was to have a son, the fruit of
his own body. This longing was
fully in accord with the mind and
purpose of jehovah, for with Him
Christ was ever in view.

With deep joy He brought Abram
forth and asked him to look stead­
fastly upon the stars of heaven,
which could not be numbered for
multitude, and said, "So shall thy
seed be." Evidently joab knew this
blessed truth when he refused to
number the people at David's re­
quest (2 Samuel 24: 3). The heaven·
ly company of the line of faith is
first in view, for" God hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: according
as he hath chosen us in him before
the foundation of the world " (Ephe~

sians I: 3, 4). It is noteworthy too,
that it is .• seed", and not" seeds",
thereby declaring the pre-eminence
of Christ, the Son of David, the Son
of Abraham (Matthew I: I). Could
Abram believe this promise from
God? Blessed be God, he could,
" And he believed in the Lord; and
he counted it to him for righteous­
ness". Abram believed what he
heard from God: the principle upon
which righteousness can be imputed
unto the believer in jesus. .. So
then faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God"
(Romans la: 17).

After the promise of the seed thus
given, jehovah now speaks to
Abram of the promise of the land.
This He had already made known
to him at his call from Ur of the
Chaldees (Genesis 12: 2) and now
confirms it to him for his faith.
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Abram, in the boldness of this bles­
sing asks, .. Whereby shall I know
that I shall inherit it?" The
covenant-maker then gave him a
detailed account relating to the pro­
posed covenant. It was to be by
sacrifice and blood, thereby securing
the inheritance of the land to Israel
as Abram's seed.

Abram loved covenant title, and
readily accepted the word of ]eho­
vah concerning the oath and the
blood. Five things had to be taken
for sacrifice: a heifer, a she-goat
and a ram, all of three years old,
also a turtle dove and a young
pigeon. This procedure for making
a covenant was according to the
established pattern. Another ex­
ample is seen in Jeremiah 34: 18
where it seems probable that the
manner of making the covenant of
Exodus 24: 5-8 is described. "The
words of the covenant which they
had made before me, when they cut
the calf in twain, and passed be­
tween the parts thereof." Note
that in this present scene, Abram
did not pass between the pieces.
Fulfilment could never fail, for it
depended on God alone.

Obedient to all that Jehovah had
commanded him, Abram now
watched over the carcases, lest the
fowls of the air should devour them.
That which had been entrusted to
him by God must be preserved from
the attacks of the evil one, who is
the prince and power of the air. So
also, at the going down of the sun,
a deep sleep came upon Abram, and
a horror of great darkness was upon
him.

The struggle to preserve the car­
cases and the horror of great dark­
ness are extremely vivid pictures of
the deep exercise by which Abrarn
was involved with God in this
supremely important transaction.
Not easily did Abram become the
father of all the faithful and the

friend of God.
It is in these circumstances that

the covenant-making God is well
able to announce His covenant, and
by His power and wisdom will bring
it to a glorious conclusion, through
Christ, the promised Seed.

God also revealed to Abram the
history of his posterity over the
next four hundred years. His des­
cendents would be strangers and
servants, being greatly afflicted; but
deliverance would be brought to
them at the appointed time, and
they would come forth with great
substance. This was God's answer
to Abram's question, "Whereby
shall I know?" It was to be com­
municated to him by sacrifice, by
darkness, by a deep sleep, by a
smoking furnace and a burning
lamp, and received in exercise and
faith.

Divine wisdom can be seen in the
fact that Abram did not pass be­
tween the pieces. The covenant
did not depend on Abram's fulfilling
a part. It was unconditional, God
being the only contracting party.
"A mediator is not a mediator of
one, but God is one" (Galatians 3 :
20). "Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He
saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy
seed, which is Christ" (Galatians
3: 16).

After Abram's death in peace, the
word concerning the nation would
surely be fulfilled, but only after
four hundred years of the servitude
in Egypt until the deliverance
through Moses.

When the sun went down, and
darkness fell, there was a smoking
furnace, and a burning lamp passed
between the pieces. The smoking
furnace perhaps suggests the nation's
deep trial, as given us in Deuteron­
omy 4: 20, .. But the Lord hath
taken you, and brought you forth
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out of the iron furnace, even out of
Egypt, to be unto him a people of
inheritance, as ye are this day."
The burning lamp might denote
Israel's later glory as in I Kings
I I: 36, "That David my servant
may have a light alway before me
in Jerusalem, the city which I have
chosen me to put my name there."

Thus the covenant was established
with Abram and the extent of the
land given to his seed made known.
It is obvious that the promised pos-
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session is much larger than the
Israel. an island in the Arab world,
as we now know it. In the day when
Christ shall sit upon His own throne,
and rule in equity, Israel's bound­
aries then will be from the River of
Egypt, to the great River Euphrates
in Iraq. Ten nations, mentioned in
the end of Genesis 15 would be dis­
possessed, and their lands given to
Abram's seed for an everlasting
possession.

~'BEHOLD YOUR KING"

Echoes from St. Andrews, 1967

1. HIS BIRTH
Matthew r: 1-18; 2: r-I2

J. STODDART

THE study of the life of the Lord
Jesus, " in the days of His flesh",

is rightly considered to be of para­
,mount importance to our Christian
faith. In modern times the facts re­
corded in the Scriptures concerning
"this have been openly assailed, and
our only safeguard is to become bet­
ter acquainted with revealed truth
in order to refute the specious errors
of our day.

With this in mind some five
studies are before us, each in the
Gospel of Matthew, focussed on the
cardinal events in the earthly days
of Israel's Messlah; (I) His Birth. (2)
His Temptations, (3) His Transfigura·
tion, (4) His Death and (5) His
Resurrection. Perhaps it would be
as well to consider these as one
integrated study since all converge
upon the Person and Work of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Firstly then, let
us reflect upon the miracle of His
virgin birth, so greatly discounted,
or at best thought of by some
Christians as non-essential to our
faith. True, only two of the four

Gospels record this great event, but
we would be quite mistaken to con­
clude from this that the other two
writers considered the birth of Jesus
to be without significance. Indeed,
very valid reasons underlie their
omission, but these lie outside the
scope of our present study.

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke
each give an inspired account of
the birth of the Saviour of men, each
differing significantly from the other
in the circumstantial details ob­
served, and yet convincingly comp­
lementary to each other in the fact
that Jesus, the Son of God was born
of a virgin mother, Mary, and con~

ceived miraculously by the Holy
Ghost. How significant it is that the
first page of our New Testament
opens with this amazing record of
what must in many ways be the
greatest event in history, nothing
less than the Almighty Creator
breaking out of Eternity into this
world of time and space: God Who
is a Spirit becoming manifest in
flesh: He Who ever dwelt in the
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bosom of the Father nestling in the
bosom of a frail human mother.
Every subsequent event in Redemp­
tion's plan hung dependently on the
accomplishment of this miracle, this
great mystery of the Incarnation.

In the modern process of .. demy­
thologising" the Bible, the story of
the Virgin Birth has been explained
away (being both" unscientific and
unnecessary") as the exuberant
nai'vety of Jewish folk-lore built
around the essential facts of the oc­
casion. Yet the serious student of
Scripture is impressed with the
claim of Matthew I: 22, "Now all
this was done, that it might be ful­
filled which was spoken of the Lord
by the prophet (Isaiah 7: 14) saying,
Behold a virgin shall be with child,
and shall bring forth a son, and they
shall call His Name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with
us." Thus, far from being one of
the doubtful trappings of tradition,
the fact of the unique conception
by a virgin and consequent miracu­
lous birth of Jesus was the most
significant proof that God was ful­
filling His promise of the Messiah
made seven centuries before.

Take away the record of the
Virgin Birth of Christ and you take
away the one great sign given by
God Himself that Emmanuel had
come here amongst men. Thus a
blow is struck at the very roots of
Christian revelation and we are left
without assurance that God has
really kept His word. It would fol­
low that if Isaiah 7: 14 has not been
fulfilled, if no actual conception by
the Holy Ghost in the virgin's
womb, then Jesus was only an
ordinary man, born in sin and there­
fore Himself needing salvation.
Every subsequent subject in our
present study would be worthless
for these reasons. First, the Tem~

tations of Jesus could not have
been victorious if he were born as
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other men, all of whom had fallen
under them. His Transfiguration
would have been mythical for it
could not have been said by the
Father from Heaven, .. This is My
Beloved Son, hear Him." His vicari­
ous Death would have been impos­
sible, since He was to ., offer Him­
self, through the Eternal Spirit, with­
out spot to God", which could be
said of no son of Adam's race. His
Resurrection could not therefore
have taken place, since this would
be the mighty proof that Redemp­
tion was accomplished, which was
an impossibility to any mere man.

Such considerations surely under­
line the importance of the true
Scriptural account of our Saviour's
birth, while we humbly acknow­
ledge the profound mystery insepa­
rable from it. At this juncture it
may be well to ponder the human
aspect (for want of a better word)
of this great event. For long
generations no king of David's royal
line had sat upon the throne of
Israel and Gentile domination of
Immanuel's land had placed Herod~

the Idumean, as king over the Jews.
In that humble birth in a stable in
Bethlehem was there at last a chal­
lenge to this intolerable situation?
The first seventeen verses of our
New Testament assure us that there
certainly was. For here is the
Biblos Geneseos, the genealogy of
Jesus Christ, as the lineal descendant
of both David and Abraham, born
in the time, manner and place pre­
dicted centuries before in the Old
Testament. It has been noted, how­
ever, that while this genealogy con­
forms to the conventions customary
in Jewish legal registers, the clear
marks of inspired accuracy are
conspicuous. Thus, while for all
others in the line it says father begat
son, verse r6 says, "And ]acob be­
gat Joseph, the husband of Mary, of
whom was born Jesus, Who is called
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Christ:' So while with strict legal­
ity Joseph was His father, He was
truly Mary's child, the long-promised
"seed of the woman" (Genesis
3: IS)·

It needed the appearances of an
angel in a dream to console Joseph
and assure him that the pregnancy
of his espoused wife. so unaccoun­
table to him and requiring a sorrow­
ful separation by such a righteous
man as he, was God's unique way
of bringing into the world One Who
would "save His people from their
sins." Hence His Name was to be
called JESUS. This is the conjunc­
tion of two Hebrew words Jah
(a name of God) and Isoua (Saviour
or Deliverer). It corresponds to the
Old Testament name of Joshua, but
there with the simpler connotation
of a man raised up by God to be a
deliverer from their enemies. Only
in the New Testament does the
name assume its full significance of
God Himself as Saviour from His
people's sins. In obeying the
angel's word to "take unto himself
Mary his wife", that is, not to put
her away. Joseph cast the legal pro­
tection of his own name around her,
and made her firstborn son his heir.
So here in very truth was the living
heir to the throne of David. and heir
to the promises made to Abraham.

It would take more space than
this paper permits to consider at
length the difference between the
genealogies of Matthew and Luke.
Noteworthy. however, as a key to
this, is the wording of Luke 3: 23.
"Jesus Himself began to be about
thirty years of age, being (as was
supposed) the son of Joseph, .which
was the son of Heli." Here again
we see the superb care with which
the Spirit indites the Scripture,
showing that Jesus was publicly ac­
knowledged as Joseph's son, while in
fa~t He .was the son of Mary. From
thIS pomt, a<:; has been said, the
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stream flows backward, to trace
His ancestry back to Adam. through
Nathan and David. The reasonable
conclusion is that here we have the
genealogy of Mary His mother, not
given to prove His title to David's
throne as in Matthew, but as truly
Son of Man. of Adam. Thus its
position in Luke 3 is significant as a
prelude to the temptations of the
Second Man by Man's inveterate
enemy, Satan. As Joseph was not
the actual son of Heli as stated here,
it must be taken that he was Heli's
son-in-law, and that Heli therefore
was the father of Mary. To call a
son-in-law .. a son" was evidently
consistent with the conventional
form of Jewish registers. Another
profitable observation would be
Luke's record that the angel
Gabriel is sent to Nazareth to salute
Mary with the announcement of the
coming great event. No record
here, as in Matthew of the angel
who appeared to joseph in a dream.
so right in its place there where the
title to the throne was involved, and
Joseph addressed as, "thou son of
David:'

Some remarks may now be re­
called regarding the apparent lack
of reference to the Virgin Birth in
the preaching of the apostles in
Acts and in the doctrinal epistles.
Does this in some way weaken its
importance? Surely not, if we re­
member the many statements made
there which either imply or depend
upon His unique birth for their
understanding. At Athens Paul
"preached unto them Jesus and the
resurrection" (Acts 17: 18), His
Person and His work. Would it be
unlikely that he should say how
that Name was given at His birth
and the manner of that birth? Also
when Peter said (Acts 4: 12) ,< there
is none other Name under heaven
given amongst men, whereby we
must be saved," surely that Name
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would stand forever connected with
the circumstances under which it
was "given", both before and at
His birth. We are told in Galatians
4: 4 that .. God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the
law to redeem...." This as we
have already noted could only be
true if that birth was in the manner
predicted in Isaiah 7. It may be
well to remember in this context
that generally the epistles were
written before the publication of
the Gospels and the Acts. Until
then much depended upon the oral
dissemination of the facts concern­
ing the Person and work of the Lord
Jesus.

The question arises as to whether
the Scriptures read or other passages
clearly indicate the pre-existence of
the Son of God before incarnation.
Firstly, verse 23 of Matthew I citing
the angel's words says, "They shall
call His Name Emmanuel, which be­
ing interpreted is, God with us." Not
only does this establish His deity but
that from the pre-existing form of
God, He would assume the form of
Man. One of the clearest answers
to this question is given in Micah
5: 2, "Out of thee (Bethlehem
Ephratah) shall He come forth unto
Me that is to be ruler in Israel;
Whose goings forth have been from
old, from Everlasting." Thus the
Babe of Bethlehem is none other
than the Eternal God. To this may
be added John's Gospel chapter I: I

.. In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. . .. And the
Word became flesh and dwelt
among US." To the Jews Jesus said,
.. I proceeded forth and came from
God: neither came I of Mvself, but
He sent Me" (John 8: 42).'

We must now briefly consider the
story of the Magi in Matthew chap­
ter 2. It will be necessary here to
dispose of some firmly rooted mis-

3I~

conceptions created by popular
Christmas carols, Christmas cards
and artists' impressions of the so­
called Nativity scene. Alas, how
much average theology is dependent
upon these fan tastic sources! The
A.V. reading of v. I "Now when
Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod the king,.
behold, there came wise men from
the East to Jerusalem," has been
more correctly translated, .. Now
Jesus haIling been born in Bethle­
hem of Judaea ..." (J. N. D. Trans.).
This allows for a period of up to two
years after the birth of Jesus before
the wise men appeared. This may
be gathered from verse 16 which
tells us how Herod in his wrath
" sent forth and slew all the children
that were in Bethlehem and in all
the coasts thereof. from two years
old and under, according to the
time he had diligently enquired of
the wise men." He therefore be­
lieved that the child Jesus could now
be up to two years of age.

Scripture certainly does not say
that the Magi were three in number
or that they were kings, as so often
popularly imagined and represented r

They said they "had seen His star
in the East and had come to wor­
ship Him." But evidently they had
lost sight of the star in the un­
charted wastes of the desert, and at
length arrived, not at Bethlehem
but at Jerusalem where the star was:
not. Being astrologers these men
may have ceme from Babylon or
Persia and thus followed the star for
months before losing its kindly
guidance. It was not, be it noted,.
from the stars that they gained their
direction, but from one star, His
star. We know not what measure
of revelation the wise men posses­
sed, but we recall that Daniel who
in his day was thrown into the
company of such men, proclaimed
that" there is a God in heaven that
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revealeth secrets", in making
known the king's dream and its
meaning to him. Could they have
possessed some fragment of Q.T.
Scripture such as Numbers 24: 17
where Balaam said, "There shall
come a Star out of Jacob, and a
Sceptre shall arise out of Israel"?
Secular history records that through­
out the East in those days there was
a general expectancy of the birth
of a great king and that in some
unintelligent way it was connected
with Jerusalem.

Arriving at Jerusalem the wise
men might have expected great
jubilation, and a ready, joyful
answer to their enquiry, "Where is
He that is born King of the Jews?"
But on the contrary we read,
"When Herod the king heard these
things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him." No know­
ledge with Herod, but on interro­
gating all the chief priests and
scribes (verse 4) they seemed to be
,quite well-informed and informative
on the subject, for to Herod's query,
.. Where should Christ be born?"
at once they answered, as if proud
to show their learning, "In Bethle­
hem of Judaea," supporting their
reply by the well-known quotation
from Micah 5: 2. But. like many
today, their knowledge of Scripture
bore no relevance to the happenings
of their day. Little did they suspect
that this astonishing promise had
actually come to pass. Herod, how­
ever, would take no chances and
with this new light in mind he
directed the Magi to proceed to
Bethlehem, "Go and search dili­
gently for the young child (not a
babe, notice); and' when ye have
found Him, bring me word again,
that I may come and worship Him
also." How cunningly he contrived
to use these godly men, and even
their Scriptures, to carry out his
own nefarious intentions.
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Once more the wise men resume
their quest, and on the beam again,
presently the star, which they saw
in the East appeared for their guid­
ance, going before them .. till it
came and stood over where the
young child was." What exceeding
joy filled their hearts to see that
star, His star, again and to be con­
firmed in their minds that their
journey had not been in vain. Soon
it seems they arrived at the house
(not the stable, notice) over which
the star stood. "And when they
were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and wor­
shipped Him (not Mary!). And
w hen they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto Him
gifts; gold, frankincense and myrrh."
The imaginative pictures we have
so often seen, depicting this scene
in the stable, with the infant Jesus
on His mother's knee, and three
gaudily-clad and crowned kings pre­
senting their gifts, accompanied by
angels and animals, would seem to
bear little resemblance to the
Divinely-inspired account here given.
Perhaps the idea of three persons
was derived from the three kinds of
gifts they brought, but is there any­
thing to compel such a conclusion?
But the character of the gifts sug­
gests some intelligence as to Who
this Young Child really was. Gold
was surely the appropriate gift for
One Who was "born King of the
Jews ", frankincense for Him vVhose
life would yield such s,;veet savour
to God, and myrrh, used in those
days in connection with the burial
of the dead, for that Death in which
all love was centred.

The fact and circumstances of
the birth of the Lord Jesus cannot
be separated from the purpose of
His coming into the world. Herod's
subtle attempt to slay Him failed1

for the wise men obedient to God's
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warning in a dream, did not return
to their tryst with him at Jerusalem,
but took a different way home. But
from His cradle in the manger there
could be no turning back from that
path of suffering which would end
at His Cross of shame. His lowly
birth but predicated His ultimate re­
jection and humiliation at the hands
of those He came to save. Yet when
.. His own received Him not", there
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were those, the wise men from the
Gentiles among them, who wor­
shipped and gladly rendered their
tributes to Him. "No room:' is
still the real attitude of the world
to the Son of God, but may He make
our hearts, as His dwelling place,
more and more appreciative of that
grace that once brought Him down
to earth to be our Saviour.

J. S. BLACKBURN

4. 11 THE GOD OF HEAVEN SHALL SET UP A KINGDOM"

IT has already been remarked that
the expressions" the Kingdom of

God" and " the Kingdom of
Heaven" find their origin in the
Prophecy of Daniel. The leading
passage has already been noted,
Daniel 2: 44, and closer study must
now be given to this verse in its
context, and also to the parallel in
Daniel 7: 18 and 27.

Daniel 2 forms part of the section
in which God's revelations are not
given to His poeple in the person of
the prophet directly, but in a vision
to the first Gentile king himself,
Nebuchadnezzar, which is then in­
terpreted by Daniel with wisdom
imparted by God. It is thus to be
expected that the view presented
will be an external view of the
course and succession of Gentile
powers, rather than their character
in the eyes of God, or their relations
with His people Israel. The dream
of Daniel 2 is part of God's disci­
pline of Nebuchadnezzar, not in­
volving the exercise of the prophet's
spirit as do the later visions given
to himself.

The dream of Nebuchadnezzar's
image and its interpretation may be

seen as " the story of the kingdoms",
for in the interpretation in verses
37 to 45 the word and idea .. king­
dom" is dominant. Nebuchadnez­
zar was seen to be a "king of
kings", and with the kingdom given
him was added .. power and strength
and glory". His kingdom was over
other kings, and the whole earth as
inhabited by men, beasts and fowls.
Also, in his .. kingdom" was in­
cluded his Babylonian successors,
and likewise for the second, third
and fourth kingdoms.

Thus verse 39 speaks also of
kingdoms, the second and the third,
inferior to the first, yet ruling the
whole earth. The fourth kingdom
occupies verses 40 to 43, subduing
all things, breaking in pieces and
bruising, yet divided and adulterated
in the end.

It will readily be observed that it
is the word .. kingdom" which
dominates the passage, occurring
six times in these few verses. We
must try to grasp its bearing. It is
not general or abstract in meaning.
It signifies the actual historical rule
of one person, with his hierarchy of
servants and ministers as administra-
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tors over the whole habitable earth.
It is a kingdom given by God, and
in terms of the boldness of these
children of God who withstood the
king's decree., and the lesson subse­
quently enforced by the king's
sentence to madness, such kingdoms
are concrete expressions of the fact
that the Most High rules in the
kingdoms of men, and disposes as
He wills.

It is also most important to notice
that according to Bible history, and
prophecy prior to the book of
Daniel, that in Jerusalem was "the
throne of the kingdom of Jehovah
over Israel" (1 Chronicles 28: 5).
When Nebuchadnezzar became Je­
hovah's servant (EzekieI 29: 20 and
30: 24-26) it was to take away that
throne, which from that moment
ceased altogether from the earth,
and in its place God gave to Nebu·
chadnezzar the splendid golden
kingdom here described. Thus began
the times of the Gentiles. Let us
not fail to notice also the contrast
between the throne of David and
Solomon over Israel, and the king­
dom of Nebuchadnezzar and his
successors of the second, third, and
fourth kingdoms, over the whole
earth.

The denouement is seen in vision
and interpretation in 2: 34, 35 and
44, 45· "Thou sawest till that a
stone was cut out without hands.
which smote the image upon his
feet that were of iron and clay, and
brake them to pieces. Then was
the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the -gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the
chaff of the summer threshingfloors;
and the wind carried them away,
that no place was found for them
and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth." "And in the
days of these kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom. which
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shall never be destroyed: and the
kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever." Here
then is the Bible specification for the
basic meaning of one of its most
characteristic concepts: this is the
KINGDOM OF GOD: this is the KI"1G­

DaM OF HEAYEN.

Before proceeding to the parallel
vision given to Daniel himself, and
recorded in chapter 7, it will be well
to pause here in chapter 2 and
gather up some further important
detail about the Kingdom of God.
First, the Person in whom the King­
dom of God will be set up is without
question identifiable; .. the Stone cut
out without hands". The instru­
ment and its effect present a mag­
nificent picture of Christ the King.
In how many several settings is He
called the Stone!

From the Mighty God of jacob is
promised "the Shepherd, the Stone
of Israel" (Genesis 49: 24). "Tbe
Stone which the builders refused is
become the Headstone of the
corner" (Psalm 118: 22). " He
shall be for ... a Stone of stumbling
and for a Rock of offence to both
the houses of Israel" (Isaiah 8: 14).
<I Behold, I lay in Zion for a founda­
tion a Stone, a tried Stone, a pre­
cious corner Stone, a sure foundJ.­
tion" (Isaiah 28: 16). Each of
these passages, except the first. is
quoted in the New Testament and
the meaning is unquestionably
Christ. [n one epistle they are as­
sembled, and a wealth of treasure
made available for the Christian's
heart. Here it is (1 Peter 2: 4-8),
as set out so illuminatingly in RV.

"Unto whom coming, a living
Stone, rejected indeed of men, but
with God elect, precious, ye also,
as living stones, are built up a
spiritual house, to be a holy priest­
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
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acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. Because it is contained in
Scripture,

Behold, I lay in Zion a chief
corner Stone, elect, precious:

.\nd he that believeth on him
shall not be put to shame.

For you therefore which believe is
the preciousness: but for such as
disbelieve,

The Stone which the builders re­
jected,

The same was made the head of
the corner;

and,
A Stone of stumbling, and a Rock

of offence."

The Person in whom the Kingdom
of God is to be set up is therefore
Christ, but we also have this con­
firmed by a shaft of light unique to
this one out of the many Scriptures
which name Christ the Stone; .. cut
out without hands". The concept of
representing a person's origin and
parentage by his being cut out as
a stone appears also in Isaiah 51: 1

and 2: "look unto the rock whence
ye are hewn . . . look unto Abra­
ham your father and unto Sarah
that bare you." In the light of this
comment in Isaiah, there can be
little doubt that ., cut out without
hands" is, in the language of Old
Testament poetry, an indication that
the Person in whom the Kingdom of
God will be centred is a Person of
no ordinary human lineage. Along­
side so many other prophetic strains,
we have here another indication
that God's King will be of an origin
outside this world and indeed owing
nothing at all to the will of man.
We must, then, put this word, U cut
out without hands", alongside the
name Immanuel, God with us, and
•• the Man that is Jehovah's fellow"
(Zechariah 13: 7), and respond, like
Thomas bowing low at His feet,
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" My Lord and my God It. Thus is
surely to be fulfilled the divine
decree, "Thou art My Son; this day
have I begotten Thee. . .. I shall
give thee the heathen for Thine in­
heritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for Thy possession"
(Psalm 2: 7. 8); and .. Let all the
angels of God worship Him".

This King, who is also our Saviour,
is celebrated in His beauty and glory
and majesty as King over all the
earth by many another song of
prophet and psalmist. The King
.. asked life of Thee, and Thou
gavest it Him, even length of days
for ever and ever" (Psalm 21: 4).
.. Unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and His
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there shall be
no end."

Next, this short passage sets in
the clearest light the manner of the
termination of these temporary
kingdoms, and the substitution of
the Kingdom of God which is not
temporary: it shall never be de­
stroyed nor left to other people,
though it will be merged into the
timeless rule of God. The Stone cut
out without hands falls with vio­
lence on the fourth kingdom only,
but the result is the utter destruction
of the whole structure of Gentile
rule over the earth. Daniel is thus
explaining that though universal
rule passes from the gold king to the
silver king, and so on to the mixture
of iron and clay, {{ those kings"
continue to exist. When, however,
the Kingdom of God is set up by
this violent blow on the fourth
kingdom, all the kings, the whole
image, the whole structure of
Gentile rule will be destroyed at
once.
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The prime characteristic ~f this

picture is the sudden shatter.mg. of
all previous rule and the substItutIOn
of a Kingdom in one sense the fifth
member of a series, but in a more
important sense a Kingdom entirely
new. Perhaps the critical element
here is best drawn out by reference
tD other O.T. prophecies of the
works of the Messiah. In nature a
distant perspective minimises or
even eliminates the apparent dis­
tance between objects seen afar.
Two mountains may be ten miles
apart - found indeed to be ten
weary miles of .. moor and fen, crag
and torrent" if the traveller has to
pass on foot from one to the other.
But seen in the perspective of a
distance of fifty miles, they may
well appear to be equidistant. So it
is with Old Testament prophecy. To
this day the jews, reading the Old
Covenant with a veil on their hearts
fail to distinguish the two comings
of the Messiah. His coming was to
be like" the waters of Shiloah which
flow softly" (Isaiah 8: 6), and also
a tempest of destruction. When He
comes. "He shall not cry. not lift
up, nor cause his voice to be heard
in the street. A bruised reed shall
he not break, and the smoking flax
shall he not quench (Isaiah 42: 2, 3).
but also He shall dash the nations in
pieces like a potter's vessel (Psalm
2: 9). In the very terms of this pas­
sage in Daniel, at His coming He
would be both a Stone on whom
many would fall in repentance and
faith, and a Stone falling on men
and grinding them to powder (Mat­
thew 2 I: 44)..

There can be no question at all
concerning which of these two man­
ners of His coming is the one de­
scribed by Daniel as the one estab­
lishing the Kingdom of God. In each.
of the couplets set out in the preced­
ing paragraph, it is the second. His
coming for this purpose is to be a
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sudden crashing destruction. To
anticipate for a moment the imagery
of Daniel chapter 7, as interpreted in
Matthew 24: 27, this coming, and
this inauguration of the Kingdom
will be like the lightning. There is
nothing quiet. unseen, progressive,
or gentle about it. After the first
utter destruction, however, there is
afterwards something progressive
implied in the words, .. the Stone
... became a mountain, and filled
the whole earth."

The Time when the Kingdom of
God will come is specified (so far as
this single passage is concerned). in
the words. "in the days of those
kings" and that it is on the feet of
the image, part of iron and part of
clay. that the Stone fell. It is when
the fourth kingdom has reached (in
time) its final form that the destruc~

tion occurs. The period of unmixed
iron (including the division into two
parts). has passed completely. The
period of feet (including ten toes,
though not here mentioned), when
the iron is mixed with clay, is also
complete when the Kingdom of God
will come. This part of our stud)·.
relating to the time of fulfilment,
must be dealt with in a little more
detail when we come to consider
briefly chapter 7, but suffice to
note at this point that there is the
point of the vision to which refer­
ence is made when Jesus began to
preach the gospel of the Kingdom
of God, and said, "The time is ful­
filled" .

At this point also, it is necessary
to consider the question, Is it pos­
sible that in the intention of the
Spirit of God this prophecy, the
fifth kingdom, the kingdom of
the Stone cut out without hands.
can be fulfilled in the results
of the preaching of the past
I .900 years, and in the existing
church of Christ? The position
taken in these pages is that even
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without regard to the vast mass of
other parts of Scripture bearing on
the subject. this is not reaHy a de­
batable question. It is absolutely
out of the question to take it so.
Augustine suggested an interpreta­
tion of the 1,000 years reign of
Christ and binding of Satan in Reve­
lation 20: 1-6 which did away with
the idea of a yet future earthly reign
of Christ distinct from the church
period. He wrote this as a tenta­
tive suggestion for reasons which
anyone can read in the "City of
God". Calvin followed his master
on this point, and by way of the
fugitives from the Marian persecu­
tions (including John Knox) and
their sojourn with Calvin. this view
has never lost its hold in Britain and
U.S.A. They are perpetuated in the
traditional page headings often prin­
ted with the Authorized Version,
and the Apostles' Creed is worded
so as to leave room for them. The
purpose of these pages is not to
combat this view, but even so far
as Daniel's interpretation of Nebu­
chadnezzar's image is concerned, the
nature of the " kingdoms" forming
the subject from biginning to end,
and the manner of establishment of
the fifth kingdom, alone precludes
completely the notion that the fifth
kingdom is the church of Christ.

Daniel's own vision of the king­
doms recorded in chapter 7. together
with the interpretation furnished by
" one of them that stood by", pro­
vide significant extensions and con­
firmation of what has been gleaned
about the kingdom of God from
Nebuchadnezzar's vision. Although
covering roughly the same ground
and, like chapter 2 occurring in the
portion of Daniel written in Chaldee,
the differences are significant. The
visions of chapter 7 and after, were
given to Daniel personally and have
a good deal to say about the saints
and God's people.
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The kingdom's of this later
VISIOn are seen by Daniel a5
wild and savage beasts, existing
before, but held in check until
the moment comes when each
is allowed to take the kingdom
and divide the earth. The beam
of interest is overwhelmingly
concentrated on the fourth beast
and its successor, the Kingdom of
the Son of Man and of the saints.
We have the same kingdoms as in
the image-vision, but the fourth
kingdom and the Kingdom of God
occupy the visions from 7: 7 to the
end with the brief interlude of verse
17. What do we learn from this
chapter about the Kingdom of God?

First, there is introduced for the
first time a vision of God sitting on
His throne and surrounded and
served by myriad angelic beings.
The ultimate disposal of the king­
dom is in His hand. He is seen as
an old, old man (the Ancient of
days) surrounded by all the means
required for the instant execution of
His will. In Nebuchadnezzar's im­
age and its interpretation, the God
of Heaven starts the course of
Gentile dominion by giving unprece­
dented worldwide authority to
Nebuchadnezzar. In Daniel's vision
the Ancient of days terminates the
course of Gentile dominion: "the
beast was slain and his body des­
troyed and given to the burning
flame" (verse 11).

In chapter 7: 13, 14 the Kingdom
called in chapter 2 God's Kingdom
and heaven's Kingdom is given to
the Son of Man, and it is on these
subjects, the last kingdom as a ten­
headed monster and the Son of Man
coming with the clouds of heaven,
that we reach the point where the
New Testament both takes up the
story and interprets the detail in an
absolutely unmistakable manner.

In the later chapters of the Reve­
lation, the last great WOrld-power
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before the coming of Christ is pic­
tured as a ten-horned beast. He ap­
pears first in Revelation 13: I, and
several times in that chapter, and
the next. In chapter 17 the scarlet
beast with seven heads and ten
horns is a principal actor in the
scene. Eventually, now referred to
simply as .. the Beast", he assembles
the kings and armies of the earth to
fight against Christ: and so he
comes to his end, "cast alive into a
lake of fire burning with brim­
'stone ".

Few would doubt that the ten­
horned beast of Daniel 7 and the
Revelation are one and the same.
Are thev not both the final form of
world power to be destroyed by
Christ? Are there any signs in
Revelation to identify this power?
There are: chapter 17: 9, H the
seven heads are seven mountains on
which the woman sitteth"; also
chapter 17: r8, "the woman thou
sawest is that great city, which
reigneth over the kings of the earth" .
In the reign of Vespasian, when
these words were written (as stated
in 17: la) there could not be the
faintest doubt that these two des­
criptions - the seven hills and the
great city which reigneth over the
kings of the earth - signify Rome.

On this particular point there­
fore, the light cast back on to
Daniel 2 proves that the feet of the
image on which the Stone fell is the
Roman Empire, and this explains
why in Mark I: 14. 15, it could be
said " the time is fulfilled".

The next additional light is in
Daniel 7: 13, '.' and behold, one like
the Son of man came with the
clouds of heaven". If Augustine
was right, and it was at His first
coming that Christ bound Satan and
His saints reigned on thrones with
Christ I ,000 years, then the Stone
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falling on the image and the King­
dom taken by the Son of man must
have been at His first coming. Did
Christ come at first with the clouds?
The birth at Bethlehem was carolled
by angels and revealed to shepherds,
but there was no room for Him in
the inn. There are in fact six or
seven references in the New Test~

ament to Christ's coming" with the
clouds", and none could possibly
doubt that they describe His second
coming. The best known is, of
course, Matthew 24: 30, in a set­
ting named as that of the prophet
Daniel (verse 15), "They shall see
the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great
glory." Thus, we have this ad­
ditional light from Daniel 7: 13 to
confirm that the establishment of
the Kingdom of God is to take plac!:'
at the Second Advent of our Lon:
Jesus Christ.

Lastly, in Daniel 7 there is addec:
the fact that when Christ comes te
reign, His saints shall reign witl
Him. "Judgment was given to the
saints of the Most High: and the
time came that the saints possessed
the Kingdom" (Daniel 7: 22). " And
the Kingdom and dominion and the
greatness of the Kingdom under the
whole heaven shall be given to the
the people of the saints of the Most
High, whose Kingdom is an everlast­
ing Kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him" (verse 27).

Without any attempt at a detailed
exposition of the prophecy of
Daniel, but confining attention to
the few verses which are the root of
all later Scriptures concerning the
Kingdom of God, we shall see that
every detail is of importance in
searching the Scriptures of the New
Testament in order to find, embrace,
and practise all that will assist us in
seeking first the Kingdom of God.


