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The Master’s Words

The opening verses describe a class
of moral virtues different from every
other system of teaching that men
followed. The seven virtues in verses
3-9 are not what men call the heroic
virtues, but in the sight of God they
are blessed. There is little room in
the schools of philosophy for the poor
in spirit and for those that mourn,
These blessed things are the reproduc-
tion of the life and character of Christ
in His people in a world where all is out
of gear as the result of man’s departure
from God.

‘“ Blessed are the poor in spirit for
theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.”
Trust in the hand of Omnipotence and
dependence upon God is a law in the
sphere of creature obligation. ‘ To
this man will I look: to the afflicted
and contrite in spirit, and who trem-
bleth at my word.” This draws down
the complacency of God in a world of
man’s self-confident boasting. The
bearing of this upon us to-day may be
seen by comparing Jer. 45. In the
crisis preceding the destruction of
Jerusalem by the Babylonian, the
word of God through Jeremiah to his
servant was, ‘‘Seekest thou great
things for thyself ? Seek them not:
for behold I will bring evil upon ail
flesh, saith the Lord.” We are to-day

nearing a greater judgment ; ‘ Behold,

the Lord cometh . . . to execute judg-
ment ” (Jude 14). We may well take
heed to such words. The promise
attached to the state of soul in this
first beatitude would cover all the
virtues mentioned, ¢ Theirs is the
kingdom of the heavens.”

‘“ Blessed they that mourn for they
shall be comforted.’’ This is apt to be
misunderstood, particularly at a time
like the present when the hunt for
pleasure and fashion is engaging the
mass of men. There were those who
sighed and cried in Ezekiel’s time for

the abominations done at Jerusalem,
and we live in the midst of a godless
and suicidal infatuation which calls
for the judgment of God. Such a state
of things calls for mourning on the
part of those that know God. Every
divinely taught heart knows that the
time of the Bridegroom’s absence is
the mourning time (Matt. 9.), but like
Mary of old has divine comfort even
now (John 20.). To appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion; to give
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning,

‘“ Blessed the meek for they shall
inherit the earth.” Meekness contrasts
with the bold boasting of man, but is
far from being a sign of weakness. It
was no sign of weakness in Abram
when he yielded up his right to Lot,
as may be seen from his exploits in the
following chapter. Moses was the
meekest man in all the earth, but there
was none so valiant as he. ‘' The meek
shall inherit the earth.”” The land for
the people is the cry to-day, and large
estates are changing hands constantly.
The time is near when in bold apostasy
““ the wilful king ’’ shall divide the land
among his favourites for gain (Daniel
II. 39). But at that time the Lamb
will take possession and overthrow
every opposer. While we wait of that
day it is well to be able to say, Jehovah
is the portion of mine inheritance and
of my cup (Ps. 16.).

‘“ Blessed they which hunger and
thirst after righteousness for they shall
be filled.”” This is the central trait of
the seven, and it seems to bind them
all together like the central light on
the candlestick. Do we know what
this means ? David cried, ‘‘ As the
hart panteth after the water-brook so
panteth my soul after God. My soul
thirsteth for God, for the living God.”
No person ever sought the Lord and
was disappointed, and no amount of
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this world’s goods can ever satisfy the

heart that has fed upon the bread of-

God. A Jewish Rabbi when urged to
accept a lucrative situation and to fix
his settlement in a place where there
was no synagogue, is said to have
resisted the temptation by the recol-
lection of the words * The law of thy
mouth is better to me than gold or
silver ” (Ps. 119. 72).

‘““ Blessed the merciful for they shall
obtain mercy.”” How God-like is man
when seen in this character. What
bright examples are seen in Joseph
among his brethren and David when
he had Saul in his power but would not
smite him. Elisha also when he led
the blinded Syrian soldiers to Samaria,
and when the King of Israel said,
‘“Shall I smite them ? "’ * Thou shalt
not smite them, set bread and water
before them,” was the answer of the
man of God. Mercy is a quality which
so affects man that his beast gets the
benefit of it. It springs from an inward
sympathy with God. In mercy He is
sovereign, great, plenteous and ten-
der. '

‘“ Blessed the pure in heart for they
shall see God.” The same lips describe
the human heart in its sinfulness, but
by His power He can change it from
being hard and stony and write His
laws upon it, that in boundless grace
it might be like His own.
of the elders of Israel that they saw
God and did eat and drink. Surely

it is blessed to behold the beauty of

the Lord and inquire in His Temple.
Have we ever beheld the King in His
beauty ? Can we say, “ We see Jesus
crowned with glory and honour ” ?
If so we can look forward to the time

It is said .

when His servants shall serve Him and
shall see His face (Rev. 21.). Mean-
time there is a wholesome word for us,
‘“ Pursue peace with all, and holiness
without which no man shall see the
Lord.”

‘“ Blessed the peace-makers for they
shall be called the sons of God.” This
is not peace at any price, The wisdom
that cometh from above is ‘ first pure
and then peaceable.” This feature
supposes all the others, for only those
who are righteous, meek and merciful
are able to discriminate in moral and
spiritual matters in such a way as to
lead to peace. This demands much
spiritual energy, combining and putting
into practice all the other traits
mentioned. They that do such thing
are called the sons of God. They
exhibit the moral features of a genera-
tion that has sprung from God. They
show themselves the sons of their
Father (verse 45).

Verses 10-16 show the submission
of heart which accompanies the fore-
going. Suffering whether for the king-
dom or the King was to be esteemed a
favour, and it would have its bearing
both on the present and the future.
Future reward it ensured to them, but
it also gave the present distinction of
being in the ranks of heaven’s most
distinguished witnesses on earth, and
set them in the line of divine testi-
mony. They were the salt of the earth
and the light of the world. Notwith-
standing the persecution and hatred
of men they were to be a force for good,
able to meet and counteract in divine
power the corruption that is in the
world through lust, and shed a benefi-
cent influence on all around them.

Some men forget God all day, and ask Him to remember them at night.
Preacher, do not substitute the word in fashion for the word in season.

An immature state of knowledge serves to render men susceptible to doubts

but incapable of their solution.
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LIGHT AND LIFE. No. 19.
Meditations on John’s Gospel.

(James BoyD.)

The Prayer of the 17th Chapter (continued).

He says: “ The glory which Thou
gavest Me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as We are one :
I in them, and Thou in Me, that they
may be made perfect in one ; and that
the world may know that Thou hast
sent Me, and hast loved them, as Thou
hast loved Me.” If we have failed to
convince the world that the Father
sent the Son, the glory in which He will
present us to it along with Himself will
accomplish this. When He appears we
shall appear with Him in glory, and
then the veil shall be lifted off all
faces, and all flesh shall see the salva-
tion of God.

But the love of Christ to His own
has not in the least degree been

weakened by our miserable short- .

comings. He will share with us every-
thing that is possible for us in the
power of the Holy Spirit to enter into
or receive; and the glory that is
peculiar to Himself, which He could
not share with any other, He will allow
us to witness, and that will be our
greatest privilege: ‘‘ Father,
that they also, whom Thou hast given
Me, be with Me where I am, that they
may behold My glory, which Thou
hast given me; for Thou lovedst Me
before the foundation of the world.”
‘“ We shall see Him as He is,” apart
from all official dignities and glories,
and here we shall reach the glorious
summit of our unspeakable felicity and
joy.

As in Psalm 17. so here His appeal
is to the righteous Father to give
sentence between Himself and the
unbelieving world; and along with
Himself He numbers His disciples.
The Father had in Him been set in His
true character before the world, the

I will _

disciples had believed that He had
been sent of the Father. The un-
believing world is placed in contrast
with Himself and His disciples, and
the Father is appealed to to ‘ hear
the right.”” The question cannot
remain open between Himself, His
disciples in association with Himself,
and the world that preferred nature’s
darkness to the light of the knowledge

- of God revealed in grace and love. To

His disciples He had declared the
Father’s name, and He would still
declare it, not only in relation to Him-
self the Son down here but in relation
to Himself as Man in the exalted
position that in the -counsels of God
was given to Man before the world was,
and along with this the fact that they
were in the same blessed relationship
as Himself, His Father their Father,
His God their God. And this name is
declared, that the love wherewith the
Father loved the Son might be in them,
and He in them. For the fulfilment
of this we have to come to the first
Epistle, and there we find the love of
the Father in the saints and Christ in
them. :

Into what an unspeakable sphere of
blessing are we introduced! The
Father’s love that in the midst of a
hostile world was the enjoyed portion
of the heart of Jesus is now to be the
enjoyed portion of our hearts, as we
thread our way to heaven and to the
home of that love. When we reach
that home we shall enjoy the love in a
way we cannot do here, for we are
hindered by the evil of the scene
through which we are called to pass,
as also by the fact that we have the
flesh in us, and we are liable to forget
to keep it in the place of death. Then
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again, we are not yet home, and that
must make a difference. Away from
our own natural home we may carry
with us a sense of the love of that
home in which, wherever we are, we
have always a share; but this, while

it is ever a joy and support of our

hearts, only makes us long all the more
to be where that love has its abiding
rest. And was it not so for Him, “ who
for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God " ? (Heb. 12. 2;
Ps. 16. 11). In that day of unutter-
able joy the love wiil not be greater,
but we shall enjoy it more.

Having, in view of His departure out
of the world, commended His disciples
and all who should believe on Him
through their word to the Father, He
crossed over the brook Cedron and
entered into a garden with His disciples.
It was a place well known to the
betrayer, and we might have thought

that seeing the errand Judas was on -

this garden was the one place to avoid.
But the Lamb was to be led to the
slaughter, and the Victim will take no
precautions against the scheming
wickedness of him who had lifted up
his heel to destroy Him. Once He had
hidden Himself, at other times He
passed through their midst and went
His way ; but to-night He will sur-
render, for this was man’s hour and
the power of darkness. The restraint
that a God of infinite goodness exer-
cises over His fallen and self-willed
creature was now removed, and in the
silence and shadows of night the clang
of steel, the tramp of armed men, and
the glare of lanterns and torches
heralded the approach of the veteran
hosts of the infernal regions in active
warfare against the Father and the
Son, led on by the invisible fiend of
hell, and by one who was a devil in

human form, the prime mover in it all
being the chief priest, the man who
held the most exalted God-given place
on earth, and the only man who could
approach God in His sanctuary, God’s
High Priest. What a world it was!
A race of fallen creatures seething
with rebellion against God !

They are led into His presence by
Judas. But the devilish courage that
had brought them out to seek and to
apprehend Him deserts them now that
they have found Him. They confess
that they seek Jesus the Nazarene.
He says to them : “ I am He.” What
then ? They go backward and fall to
the ground. They cannot take Him.
They are powerless in His presence.
Such is man! Arrogant, boastful,
ready to attempt anything! He is
quite prepared—if we can believe him
—to take the living God in hand in the
day of judgment, confute the wisdom
of the Almighty, and leave the presence
of the throne triumphant. Prostrate
on the earth lie those poor slaves of the
devil who had dared to attempt the
apprehension of the Son of God, and
more terribly and eternally confounded
shall all be who presumptuously deter-
mine to enter into judgment with God.

More than twelve legions of angels,
armed with the might of the Omnipo-
tent, stand ready at His word to rain
destruction upon all who would raise
hand or voice against Him ; but that
word shall not pass the lips of the
patient Jesus. ‘“If ye seek Me, let
these go their way,” is at once His
surrender to His enemies and safe-
guard of His followers; for as to the
men given to Him of the Father He
would not lose one of them. He was
their defence while with them, and now
that He was being parted from them
He would still be their defence until
they would be placed beyond the
reach of every enemy.
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Peter, rash, reckless and thoughtless,
unable to take in the true character of
the scene of which he was eye-witness,
and therefore utterly unaware of the
needlessness of any intervention on his
part, draws the sword on behalf of his
beloved Master, gets gently rebuked
for his foolish intervention, and learns
that, at all cost to Himself his Teacher
will do the will of His Father, and that,
however bitter the cup given to Him
of the Father may be, He will drink it.
How little Peter was aware when he
drew his sword against armed men
that in the same night he would thrice
deny that he had anything to do with
Him! It would be easier to face
single-handed an armed host than to
confess Christ. I suppose Peter was

naturally a courageous man, but we

all have to learn that only in the might
of the Holy Spirit can we stand fear-
lessly for the testimony of the Lord ;
and even should our affection for Christ
lead us into a conflict not in harmony
with the will of God, we have to do
without the help of the Spirit, and our
weakness becomes evident to all. In
the path of the will of God we shall
get all divine support, so that there
may be no failure with any one of us
engaged in the wars of the Lord.

The apostate nation chooses Barab-
bas, and rejects the Son of God,
declares also that they have no king
but Czsar. Not long afterwards they

were made to experience the pitiless
power of the oppressor, under whose
authority they had chosen to be; and
the robber and murderer have pursued
them until this day, and worse still is
in store for them. As far as the nation
is concerned, they have murdered their
Messiah, and they shall never see Him
again until they shall confess their sin,
and say : “ Blessed is the King of Israel
that cometh in the name of the Lord.”
That day is not yet, but it is fast-
approaching, and near at hand.

After His resurrection the Lord
shows Himself frequently to His dis-
ciples, comforting their hearts, and
speaking to them of the things per-
taining to the Kingdom of God. His
ascension is not recorded in this
Gospel, as the great subject is the
revelation of the Father in the Son
down here, and eternal life in the
power of the Spirit in men on earth.
He often speaks of His going to the
Father, but the record of His ascension
is not found in John’s writings.

I will now bring these meditations
to a conclusion. How blessed are all
who can truthfully say, ‘“ We KNOW
that the Son of God has come, and has
given us an understanding that we
should know Him that is true; and
we are in Him that is true, in His Son
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and
eternal life.”

Roots and Fruit.

ARE we satisfied, any of us, with

knowing that the Lord has saved
us, and that we are going to heaven
presently ? There are such Christians,
the root of the matter is in them, but
they are all root, and something else
is wanted besides root. QOur Lord
Jesus said to His disciples, ‘“ I have
chosen you and ordained you, that ye
should GO AND BRING FORTH
FRUIT.” Now there can be no fruit

without the root; but who would
care to have a garden full of roots that
brought forth neither flowers nor fruit !
Let us beware, earnestly and con-
tinually that we do not mar ‘ God’s
husbandry ” by being roots of that
kind. ‘ Herein is my Father glorified,
that ye bare much fruit.”’ So spake
our Lord and Master., May His words
affect our souls.
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LET us conjure up in our minds

an incident recorded in the
Scriptures, which to the casual observer
would be most trivial. Paul had
arrived in Rome, a prisoner, and on
the third day of his stay in that city
he called together the chief Jews to
talk with them. They appointed a
day and met him in his own lodgings
to hear what he had to say. It was
a long talk, for Paul in his fervency for
the truth and for them, knowing what
was at stake, expounded, testified and
persuaded from early morning to the
close of the day. It was a momentous
day, for the fate of a people hung upon
the issue, and those obstinate Jews
sealed that fate, for Paul closed his
labours with them with this solemn
pronouncement, ‘“ Well spake the Holy

Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our

fathers,

‘“ Saying, Go unto this people, and say,
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not
understand ; and seeing ye shall see, and
not perceive :

‘“ For the heart of this people is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of hearing,
and their eyes have they closed ; lest they
should see with their eyes, and hear with
their ears, and understand with their
heart, and should be converted, and I
should heal them.

‘“ Be it known therefore unto you, that
the salvation of God is sent unto the
Gentiles, and that they will hear it.”’

There was no further hope for that
unhappy generation. The quotation is
from Isaiah 6., and goes on to tell of the
cities of Israel being wasted without
inhabitant and the houses without a
man, and of the land being utterly
desolate. And so it turned out. The
leaders of the people refused to listen
to Isaiah when he spoke to them. It
was nothing to them that he had seen
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(J. T. Mawsox.)

the glory of Jehovah and that his lips
had been touched with a live coal from
the altar; they had no heart for his
message from God, and the solemn
words quoted by Paul were first pro-
nounced against them. Yet that did
not seal their fate. They had another
opportunity when Jehovah, dwelling
among them full of grace and truth,
spoke to them Himself, but they
spurned their opportunity, and again
the solemn words were uttered, reveal-
ing alike their condition and doom
(John 12.). Yet such was the wonder-
ful longsuffering of God, that their fate
was not sealed by their rejection of the
Lord Himself. God spared them for
another testimony, for the Lord prayed
for them, ‘* Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do.” The
third and final testimony was that of
the Holy Spirit through Paul, and their
rejection of that was final. For eight
hundred years God had waited, but
now at last Isaiah’s solemn prediction
was fulfilled. Jerusalem was destroyed
and the site of it ploughed up, the land
became a wilderness and the men of it
were scattered to the ends of the earth,
as they are to this day.

Yet God is full of mercy, and Isaiah
spoke not only of the judgment of a
stubborn people but of a remnant—a
holy seed, that should spring up again,
just as an oak tree springs up after
being cut down (verse 13). So in John
12. when the majority refused to believe
the word of Jesus, ‘' Nevertheless
among the chief rulers many believed
on Him.” And in Acts 28, ‘ Some
believed the things that were spoken.”
God got His remnant—His tenth, as
Isaiah speaks of them—out of the
nation. And so it shall yet be, as
God has fulfilled His word in judgment
and in scattering the nation, so will He
gather and restore them. ¢ Yet it shall
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be a tenth and if shall return, and shall
be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an
oak, whose substance is in them, when
they cast their leaves: so the holy
seed shall be the substance thereof.”
(verse 13). * They shall return —It
is very interesting and instructive to
see that the name given to one of
Isaiah’s sons, Shear-jashub, means,
‘““the remnant shall return,” and he
was a pledge that while the enemies of
Judah should oppress them, they
should not finally prevail against them
(chapter 7.). Shear-jashub appears
again in chapter 8. with Maher-shalal-
hash-bez, his brother, whose name
means ‘‘ haste ye to the spoil.” In this
chapter the prophet says, *“ Behold, I
and the children which the Lord hath

given me,” and these words are taken
up and applied to the Lord in Hebrews
2. He is to stand in the midst of the
holy remnant of Israel, they shall be
His spoil, the fruit of His suffering and
grace, and they shall grace His triumph
in His kingdom. The enemy will
hope to make them his spoil and utterly
destroy them, as Isaiah 8. clearly
shows, and they shall pass through
Jacob’s trouble, the great tribulation,
when there will be ‘* trouble and dark-
ness, dimness of anguish,” but the
Lord will bring them through it, and
when they own their sins and own their
Lotd, “ all Israel shall be saved.” And
so shall the prophetic word be fulfilled
to the letter.

BEHOLD HE COMETH. Psalm 72.

(E. M. MARRIOIT.)

(O sing with expectation, tell forth with jubilation,
That He cometh, that Christ cometh soon, to judge the earth.
Declare His wondrous glory, and tell to all the story
That He is coming, who to Bethlehem came in lowly birth.

Idols shall fall before Him, the heathen shall adore Him !

Who cometh from His holy place, in majesty and might.
Forth from those distant regions, with myriad angel-legions,

He cometh,—and the eyes that weep shall kindle at the sight!

The groans of all creation shall end in exultation
Within that Kingdom’s rule of peace and righteousness and love :
From thence shall sin be banished ; from thence all grief have vanished,
And earth shall taste with glad surprise the bliss of Heav’n above.

O let the whole creation acclaim its renovation,
For He cometh, for He cometh soon, on earth to reign!
Fields, flowers, and trees extolling, with seas, and rivers rolling,
And mountains,—all His mighty works—shall greet their King again !

“I Will Come Again.” (John 14, 3))

A word from the One to all our hearts the dearest,

A parting word to make Him aye the nearest;

Of all His precious words, the sweetest, brightest, clearest,
Is the hope of the coming of the Lord.



280

THE REVEALER, THE REVELATION,

THE RESPONSE.

[N the first chapter of the Gospel

according to John, we learn how
great a person is the Revealer of the
heart of God.

The chapter begins in eternity, for
“the beginning '’ really never had a
beginning (cf. Proverbs 8. 22), and it
ends in eternity, for whilst it closes with
a forecast of the millennial state, we
know that that will be merged into the
eternal state (cf. Rev. 21. 3). Then the
Holy Spirit passes before our vision a
sevenfold view of the glories of Christ.
(1) As the *‘ One that inhabiteth
eternity ' (verse 1, cf. Isaiah 57. 15),
who was self-existent, who was “ with
God,” who ‘“was GOD.” (2) His
glory as Man. He ‘“became flesh”
(verse 14). It was His own voluntary
act. The first man left his first state
in a vain attempt to attain to the
position of God. The second Man, ina
sense, stepped out of His first estate
in order to come down to man and bring
to him the revelation of God. Thus
what was apostasy in the first man
was perfection in the second Man.
Note here how the glory of His person
is divinely guarded. When He became
Man He did not cease to be God, and
every attribute of the Godhead was
found in Him. Thus after having His
incarnation brought before us (verse
14) we read in verse 18, ‘“ The only
begotten Son which is in the bosom of
the Father, He hath declared Him.
(3) His glory as “ the Lamb of God ”
(verse 29). The very title suggests
sacrifice, and in this brief verse we
have His work in its most compre-
hensive character, setting forth its
present and future aspect, and its
marvellous result (cf.Colossians 1.19—22,
New Trans.), showing the basis on
which the revelation could be made,

(W. BramwerrL Dick.)

and the response produced. (4) His
glory as Son of God (verse 34), a title
given to Him in incarnation and resur-
rection (Psalm 2. #%7; Luke 1. 35;
Romans 1. 4, etc.). (5) His glory as
the centre of gathering for *‘ His Own "’
now (verses 36—39). As the result of
the perhaps involuntary expression of
delight in Him by John the Baptist,
two disciples were attracted, others
were added. The Lord Jesus became
their centre, their object, their all, and
henceforth to be with Him was their
one desire. (6) His glory as King of
Israel (verse 49) refused by the nation
at large (verse 11). Nathanael repre-
sents the remnant who acknowledge
Him and points on to ‘the day when
as Messiah He will be owned by those
who rejected Him. (7) His glory as
Son of Man (verse 51). As such He
shall exercise universal dominion, for
“ He shall have dominion from sea to
sea, and from the river unto the ends
of the earth” (Psalm 72. 8). Thus
when we see how great a person is the
Revealer, we are prepared for a great
revelation, nor in this are we dis-
appointed. Let us turn now to chap-
ter 3. We observe, first, that the
blessed Lord chose not a great multitude
such as He frequently addressed, but
a solitary individual who came to Him
by night, as the one to whom He should
make the wonderful communication.
Before He could do this, however, this
man had to hear those arresting words,
“Ye must be born again’ (verse 7).
The natural man cannot receive the
revelation of God. Alas! how many,
ignoring this fact, give lectures, preach
sermons, write volumes, etc., which
only serve to show their colossal
ignorance of the things of God. It is
written : ‘“ The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, for



281 Revealer, Revelation, Response

they are foolishness unto him : neither
can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned ” (1 Cor. 2. 14).
Having prepared the ground, the Lord
Jesus proceeded to disclose to Nico-
demus the great secret of eternity, that
““ God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish,
but have everlasting life " (verse 16).
A great revelation indeed this was;
only a divine Person could make it,
and only a renewed mind could receive
it. It told of love that found its origin
in the heart of God, that reached down
to the perishing sinner, delivered him
from perishing, and carried him right
back to the heart of God to revel in
that incomparable love. For is not
eternal life the present and the ever-
lasting enjoyment of divine affections
in the relationship into which that
love has introduced us and which we
shall enjoy without let or hindrance
in the Father’s house? All this has in
view a response from us. Never could
there be a response worthy of so great
a Revealer, and befitting such a
revelation; yet there should be a
response well pleasing to God. In
chapter 4. we find that which speaks
figuratively of the gift of the Holy
Spirit to those who have received the
divine revelation (verses 10 and 14), and
we see that the response is in the first
instance upward and Godward. The
blessed Lord dealt with the woman of
Samaria in His own gracious and

inimitable way. He aroused her
interest; He awakened her con-
science ; He touched her heart; He

revealed Himself. Not only so: He
divulged a secret not less startling than
that which fell upon Nicodemus’ won-
dering ears. He spoke of worshipping
‘“the Father’’ (verse 21), of how that
should be done, and added, °the

Father seeketh such to worship Him '
(verse 23). Such words had never
been uttered before, nor could such an
idea have entered the mind of man.
HE sought that woman because the
Father was seeking worshippers. As a
preacher quaintly remarked, ‘‘ When
Christ revealed Himself to her, she left
her waterpot and went away with the
well.”?  We have no doubt that
Samaria’s erring daughter was that
day transformed into a worshipper.
Do we realize that the Father looks for
this response from us ? That He seeks
not merely gratitude for blessings
received, but the overflow of the heart
that delights in the Blesser, Then
there will be the response outward, or
manward. John 7. 37-39 is the portion
to which we turn to find this. The
revelation comes downward in chap. 3. ;
the response rises upward in chap. 4. ;
and flows outward in chap. 7. If the
love of chap. 3. 16 is filling and flooding
our hearts, and the relationship spoken.
of in chap. 1. 12, and hinted at in
chap. 4. 21, 23 is enjoyed, there will be-
worship to the Father, and rivers of
refreshing and blessing will flow to all
around. One thing only remains to
be said: it is the Holy Spirit that
produces the response. If we worship
the Father it is ““ of Thine own have
we given Thee 7 (1 Chron. 29. 14). All
is of God. God has sent His Son, the
Son has revealed Him, the Holy Spirit
has opened our hearts to receive the
revelation, and He produces the
response both upward and outward.
“ O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are His judgments, and
His ways past finding out! . . . For
of Him, and through Him, and to
Him, are all things: to whom be
glory for ever. Amen” (Rom. II..

33-36).



PRACTICAL PAPERS.
No. 12—Deliverance.

WE come now to a matter of intense

and practical interest to the
earnest Christian. How often in the
first flush of the joy of conversion has
the young convert believed that never
again would he sin, never again would
he lose his temper, or be swept by
gusts of passion.

What a disappointment is the
awakening from this illusion, and to
find that the flesh is the flesh still, and
that the Christian life often seems
more marked by defeat than victory.

An earnest Christian, however, will
not be content with clear theological
explanations alone. He wants to live
the victorious life, and won’t be content
till he has learned wherein lies its
secret.

It may be that the following incident
may bring a little comfort to the mind
of such. An infidel American judge
was being driven by his coloured
Christian coachman to a place where
he could indulge in the sport of duck-
shooting.

As they rode along the judge said,
‘““Sambo, I can’t understand your
Christianity. Here am I an infidel,
who does not believe in heaven or hell
or the Bible or Christ, and yet I am
happy and content. You profess to
be a Christian and yet you are con-
stantly complaining of the devil tempt-
ing you, and of your difficulties and
trials. It appears to me that I am
happier than you are, and yet you
profess to be a Christian.”

Sambo was puzzled, and did not
know how to reply, and said so.

At length they got to the shooting.
The judge’s gun shot more than one
duck. Sambo went off to get the
spoils. As he did so, the judge cried
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out, ‘“ Sambo, don’t trouble about the
dead ducks. They’ll wait for you. Go
after the wounded ducks, and secure
them.”

Sambo carried out his master’s
instructions, and on bringing the ducks
to the carriage, said, ‘““ Massa, I can
answer your question now. The differ-
ence between you and me is this. You
are the dead duck, and the devil doesn’t
trouble you. He can get you when
he likes. I am the wounded duck and
he comes after me, and that’s why I
am troubled.” :

There is a good deal of sound philo-
sophy in this. When a man is uncon-
verted, where there is only the flesh,
there is no conflict.

But the fact that there is conflict,
that there is distress, has this element
of comfort in it, that the one so
troubled has clearly the new nature as
well as the old nature. These two
cannot mix any more than oil and
water—the flesh cannot be educated
or improved by environment, and
cannot be brought into accord in any
shape or form with the new nature.

The road to deliverance lies, first in
the recognition that there are two
natures, and second in the irreconcit-
able and unimprovable nature of the
flesh. This will lead to all attempts
to cultivate and improve it being given
up. Death—death only is the way
to deal with it. ‘ Mortify [= put to
death] your members which are upon
the earth: fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence
and covetousness, which is idolatry ”
(Col. 3. 5). How outspoken Scripture
is! How it puts its finger on the
spot ! How often in Scripture does it
put together the two glaring sins that
generally mark the flesh—viz., the
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unbridled passions of the body and
the love of gain.

Then follows another list equally
straight and to the point and wonder-
fully comprehensive. * But now vye
also put off these: anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy communica-
tion out of your mouth., Lie not one
to another, seeing ye have put off the
old man with his deeds ; and have put
on the new man, which is created in

knowledge after the image of Him

that created him ”’ (Col. 3. 8-10).

But now we come to the question :
How can this be accomplished ? The
answer is found in Romans 7. and 8.

It is one of the signs of the last days,
of the superficial character of Christians
generally, that one rarely ever hears
anything about Romans 7.

In that chapter we get a description
of a man who finds two natures at work,
two natures exactly opposite to each
other, two that cannot blend. Neither
nature can be improved—one so bad
that it cannot be improved ; the other
so good that it cannot be improved.

We suppose it is an inspired record-

of the Apostle Paul’'s own exercises
before he got into the liberty of the
gospel, for the Holy Ghost, the Seal
upon those who have received the
gospel of their salvation (Ephes. 1. 13),
is not once mentioned in the chapter,
whereas in chapter 8, the Holy Spirit
is mentioned very often and in great
fulness.

Rom. 7. describes a man, whose new
nature leads him to desire to do certain
things, but the evil nature within
refuses him the carrying out of his
desires ; whilst on the contrary the
things the new nature shrinks from, the
evil nature leads him to do, so that

he describes in simple yet pathetic and

profound language, ‘“ For that which
I do I allow not: for what I would,

that do I not; but what I hate, that
do I (verse 15).

Lamentable condition to be in—to
do that which his renewed nature tells
him is wrong ; that knowing the right
to do he does it not, and knowing what
is wrong yet he does it. Could any-
thing be more terrible ?

And so he learns to distinguish
between the three I's—the responsible
I—that is the man who lives the life,
and who is surely responsible ; the new
I, that is the new nature, which ought
to alone characterize and control his
life ; and the old I, that is the flesh,
the sinful nature, the source of all the
trouble and defeat.

So he says, ¢ For I know that inh me
(that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing ' (verse 18). Here the writer
identifies himself for the moment with
the old I—the flesh-—and by bitter
experience learns its irremedial and
unimprovable nature, Here is a great
advance—he will cease to cultivate the
flesh or expect any good from it.

All down the chapter the writer is
marked by self-occupation, necessarily
so, if on the road to deliverance ; but
the sooner he learns his lesson the
better, and the sooner would he be
delivered from self-occupation,

Self-cccupation, I, I, I, I, I, ad
nauseam, at last leads him to despair
as to himself, and he cries out, “ O
wretched man that I am! who shall
deliver me from the body of this
death ? "’ (verse 24).

Now we come to the point where
deliverance may be known. It is not
that deliverance can be accepted from
the Deliverer once and for ever, or that
the delivered one will never again sin
or fail, but we get the secret of deliver-
ance.

Note, the writer calls not for deliver-
ance but a Deliverer., This must be so,



Scripture Truth 284

for he cannot bring about his own
deliverance in the smallest way. He
needs outside help.

So this chapter does not put deliver-
ance before the soul, so much as a
Deliverer. If it put deliverance before
us, we should immediately ask the
question, am I delivered ? Note “17”
is the middle word of the sentence—
proof of self-occupation, not of deliver-
ance. Ifweanswered in the affirmative
it would prove we had not learned our
lesson, for deliverance is not something
we get once and for ever, but something
to be worked out daily as we keep in
touch with the Deliverer and walk in
the power of the Holy Spirit. If we
answered in the negative we might well
be depressed. But we do not ask, are
we delivered ? But we can joyfully
say, ‘“ We have got a Deliverer.”

It is said the expression, ‘ Who
shall deliver me from the body of this
death ? ”’ refers to a punishment in
vogue in the Roman army. When a
soldier had transgressed very seriously,
he was tied to a corpse, and allowed to
die in that condition. The living man
would grow weaker and weaker as he
was left without food and water, the
corpse would become more repulsive
each day. Could any condition be
more terrible ?

And using this as a graphic illus-
tration of his condition, the man cries
out for a Deliverer, and finds him in
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself—One
he can turn to at any moment and get
the help he needs at any time.

Deliverance is only to be known as
one keeps in touch with the Deliverer.
So that whilst the writer can fervently
thank God for His Deliverer—‘‘ I thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord '~
he has to immediately add, ‘“ So then
with the mind I myself serve the law
of God; but with the flesh the law of
sin ”’ (verse 25). The circumstances

are unchanged as long as we are down
here, but we have a Deliverer, who can
and does deliver us as long as we are
looking to Him.

Did not Peter begin to sink in the
water when he looked at the wind and
waves ; but crying, ‘“‘ Lord, save me "’
he was delivered from his danger?
When we get to Rom. 8. we find if
Christ is the Deliverer that the Holy
Spirit is the Power of the Christian's
walk,

To sum up. To know deliverance
from sin and self there must be

I. Recognition of the two natures.

2. Recognition that the old nature
is unimprovable and irremedial.

.3. Recognition that the only help is
in a Deliverer.

4. Recognition that we do not get
deliverance apart from the Deliverer,
nor do we get it once and for all, but
stand in daily and hourly need of it.

5. Recognition that the Lord Jesus
Christ is the Deliverer—the objective
power of deliverance.

6. Recognition that the Holy Spirit
is the subjective power of deliverance.

We are thus delivered from ourselves,
from self-occupation, and become occu-
pied with the Lord and walk in the
power of the Spirit of God.

If each reader would try to live
twenty-four hours without talking of
good self, or bad self, or self in any
shape or form, he would be astonished
to find out how much self-occupied
and how self-centred he is.

May the Lord help us out of
self-complacency, self-occupation, self-
seeking, self in every shape and form
by occupation of heart with the Lord
Jesus Christ, who has left us an example
that we should follow in His steps
(1 Peter 2. 21).



SOME EXPERIENCES IN CALALIS.

(SAMUEL LEVERMORE.)

This paper, as instructive as it is inferesting, is published in order to lead our
readers to prayer for the work of God in France.

THESE experiences go to show the
great truth of the Acts, that
gospel service is not something that we
do, but rather something that the Holy
Ghost does by us. This is made abun-
dantly clear in chapter 14. 26, where
the apostles rehearsed ‘‘all that God
had done with them.”” God did all ; they
were but instruments in His hand.

‘“ Sent forth by the Holy Ghost”
(13. 4).

“ Forbidden of the Holy Ghost ”
(16. 6).

‘“ The Spirit suffered them not ”’ (7).

He commissions—He empowers—He
leads and directs—He gives the Word
and He gives effect to the Word (John
6. 53; I Thess. 1. 5).

THE HOLY GHOST IS AT BOTH
ENDS.

He was acting at one and the same
time in Philip, His chosen instrument
and in the Ethiopian to whom Philip
was sent. He was working mightily
at the same time in Saul and in Ananias,
chapter 9. Also in Peter and Cornelius
in chapter ra. The Holy Ghost was
the link between the praying Assembly
at Antioch and the itinerary of Paul
and Barnabas.

We must never presume to manipu-
late the Spirit (or seek to do so) but
rather to be manipulated by Him.
Simon Magus answers to the former,
and Paul and Barnabas to the latter.
The one is from beneath, the other is
from above. The first is damning, the
other is saving.

THE STONY GROUND HEARER.

Statistics are only for the Holy
Ghost. He is Omniscient. He makes
no mistakes, We, of course, do, and

mostly. Our Lord’s teaching in Matt.
13. is a preparation for the ‘‘ Acts,”
and the actings of the Spirit in that
Book a practical exposition of it. The
Lord speaks of the stony-ground hearer
as one who ‘“anon with joy receives
the Word.”

‘“ No root in himself.”
“ By and by he is offended.”

He is the most hopeless class of
hearer. The word goes in and up but
not down. Stone cannot be ploughed.
Simon deceived Philip. We have
many possible stony ground hearers in
our work here. Our very first case
was of a man who accepted with
delighted surprise all we said, both as
to man’s guilt and God’s mighty salva-
tion. I fear that many would have
urged an immediate confession. We
carefully abstained {rom doing so.
Had we said, *“ Do you now believe ? "’
“Do vyou now come to the Lord
Jesus ? 7 he would have said, ‘ Oh
yes, I do.” Some would even go
so far as to tell such an one * Then
you are saved.” And indeed he might
have been. It might truly have been
a work of the Spirit: but, alas! it
might also have been a desire to be
amiable, or a mere intellectual assent.
If it is indeed God’s work it will be
“for ever.”” If He has begun a good
work He will perform it until the day
of Christ. In a case like this, and they
are very frequent here, we are generally
led to insist upon repentance as
required by the Lord, and preached by
Paul (Acts 26. 19, 20.) Repentance
is a bulwark of the Kingdom,

A typical case of this kind was a
young man who, without any urging,
professed to receive the gospel, and was
apparently most happy. We met him
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again and again and had the most
delightful times over the Word. But
alas! the time came when he began
to avoid us, and ended by fleeing from
us altogether. The test had come and
all was over. The Curé, the Parents,
or what not, withered and blighted the
rootless plant. It is ours to speak
God’s Word faithfully, and leave
statistics with God.

SOMETHING TO EAT.

An aged man of very respectable
and intelligent appearance sitting on a
seat. I presented him with one of
Mr. Kensit’s ¢ Pain Quotidien ’ (Daily
bread)—with the Word of Life for each
day—simply saying, ‘ Some bread ”’
(du pain) and passed on. Repassing
later I found him busily occupied with
the little book so 1 again approached
him, saying, ‘ Vous mangez donc?”
(You are eating, then ?). He smiled
and made room for me to sit beside
him. How thankful I was to be
enabled to place ‘‘ God’s Bread ” (Num.
28. and John 6.) before him. How
amazed he was to hear God’s plan of
salvation. I could not tell him enough,
His hunger increased with eating. The
Lord Jesus and His great work en-
thralled him; Rom. 8. 1. came to him
as a wondrous revelation. Another
aged man joined us, and he, like
Talkative in Bunyan'’s great work, was
all self : what he had done, where he
had been : how good he was, and how
he loved humanity. Whereupon I
said, ‘“ Here, gentlemen, is a great con-
trast, like Heaven and Hell—Light and
Darkness. Our friend here is all
occupied with himself, but Monsieur
there wants to hear more about the
Lord Jesus and what He has done. He
has Christ before him and is therefore
on the road heavenward : whilst you
(turning to the Egotist) have only
your own guilty, wretched self before
you, and are, therefore, on the great

self route—La Route Egoiste—which
leads to endless woe.”” The little
meeting broke up, but I had a precious
inward conviction that the Christ-
occupied man and I would meet again
in the place where ‘“ They shall see
His face, and His Name shall be in
their foreheads.”

THERE IS NONE THAT SEEKETH
AFTER GOD (Rom. 3. 11).

What fearful disappointments await
the man who expects to find among
men ‘“in the flesh”’ any interest in
the things of the Spirit. Dead souls
never seek God. When God in His
sovereign grace seeks a soul, that soul
at once begins to seek after God. To
such the word of Isaiah 55. 6—13 comes
with Almighty power. Without that,
there is nothing doing.

THIS BIBLE : IS IT CATHOLIC
OR PROTESTANT ?

This is the eternal question among
Romans. Alas, it is never “ Is it the
Word of God ? ’ I wish it were. To
make them clearly understand that it
is what we understand it to be, is
beyond human wisdom. The Bible is
its own interpreter. But only He who
wrote it can use it to profit. And only
those whom He teaches can teach others.
Here is a very strong and illuminating
paragraph from C. H. M.’s Deut. 18.

“ My Father has communicated His
mind, and He can make me understand
the communication.” ¢ All scripture is
given by inspiration of God.”” ‘‘ What-
soever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning.” As for
the evangelist himself, 1 Cor. 2. is
his sure guide. *‘Is it Catholic or
Protestant ? >’ That is all that the
Church-taught Roman Catholic cares
for. For them, what the Church says
is all that matters. If you simply
reply, “ It is the Word of God " it
leaves them cold. With us it is every-
thing, to them it is nothing.
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Yet doth the Spirit, in His mercy,
enable us time and again to throw light
upon this question. One of our special
departments of service here is among.

POSTMEN; TRAMWAY MEN;
RAILWAY OFFICIALS AND
THE POLICE.

They even come to us. Three of
them sent for me, and after thanking
me very warmly for a copy of the New
Testament, which they had received
on some previous occasion, put the oft-
repeated question to:me in a serious way.

“THESE NEW TESTAMENTS ;
ARE THEY CATHOLIC OR
PROTESTANT ?

I was led to reply something like
this. Supposing you left your wife
and went to England or anywhere else,
and from thence wrote her a letter;
can you imagine her saying, ‘‘ Is this
Catholic or Protestant ?”’ * No, No,
that would be ridiculous,” they cried
in unison. ‘“And is it not equally
ridiculous to ask that question in
regard to the letters, etc., which our
God has written and which He has
given us in this book for ‘all the
world ’ and for ‘every creature’ in
a general sense, and for His own in a
special sense ?"” Light broke in upon
them so that they laughed freely at
their own folly. But, let us remember
that the poor afflicted person in a mad
house who thinks he is the King of
England, has no idea of its absurdity,
or he would not be there. Even so the
deluded Roman Catholic has no idea
of his folly or he would not remain one.

How grateful we are that the Lord
has enabled us so to speak that a large
number of these deluded souls have
received the True Light (at least pro-
fessedly). To God be all the praise!

THE RESTRAINT OF THE SPIRIT.

‘“ Forbidden of the Holy Ghost to
preach the word in Asia ”’ (Acts 16. 6).

‘“ They assayed to go into Bithynia,
but the Spirit suffered them not.”
This clearly teaches the importance of
being led by the Spirit—i.e., constrained
and restrained in every act. I was led
the other morning to stand upon a
certain bridge, just asking for the
Spirit’s guidance. If it had been a
question of how many Gospels I could
give away it would have been hundreds
but as it was, the Spirit in His gracious
answer to my humble cry led me to
very few : but I felt so happy in each
case, because, first of all, it is His
business, and He knows exactly to
whom He would give the precious gift.
To do only that which is under the
constraint and full guidance of God
the Holy Ghost, and to honour His
restraints is the only and sure way of
blessing. In my humble judgment
there is nothing so harmful as to
distribute eagerly and indiscriminately.
The people think you are paid so much
a hundred, or that you have some
personal interest in quickly getting
rid of as many as possible. It is
quite a different thing when they
see a man quietly and thoughtfully
present one here and there. Then they
will come and civilly ask for, and grate-
fully receive the gift, and often ask
a vital question. The flesh-led distri-
butor often witnesses a sad sight. Some
tear up the Word of God and, perhaps,
throw the pieces in his face—others
make open ridicule, etc.,, etc. But
since I have been taught by grace the
blessedness of the Spirit’s guidance, I
gladly bear my testimony, that all
such experiences as those of the indis-
criminate distributor have been spared
me. The sight of a street in Brittany
being literally covered with torn frag-
ments of Gospels is ever before me,
and is a powerful condemnation of the
statistical period (if 1 may so describe
it) of my service in France. I there-
fore give, I trust, very humbly my
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own experience upon this much
neglected question—founded upon the
very Word of God—and leave it,
simply adding that he who humbly
casts himself upon the Spirit’s guidance
will not only consciously receive it,

but will also find his service filled with

obvious purpose and delightful surprise
and learm more every day of the
glorious fulness of our Lord’s own words
in John 14. 12.

THE FRANCO-TURK.
Of French parents—born in Con-
stantinople—a very handsome and
intelligent-looking young man sitting

in a thoughtful attitude on a seat over- .

looking the sea. We sat beside him,
longing for the Hely Spirit to use us
in His great work of glorifying Christ,
and He surely did.

Mrs. Levermore said, “ Can you read

English 7’ ¢ Only a little, but I can
read Fench,” he replied. ** Then here
is something well worth reading”

(handing him a New Testament).
After he had thoughtfully examined it,
I broke in with, * I suppose you have
read many of the great Writers ? ”’
““Oh yes,—Moliére, Racine, Hugo,
Dickens, Shakespeare.” ‘ Well then,”
said I, ‘‘that little book there is
incomparably better and greater than

them all. They are human and imper-
fect—this is divine, and therefore
perfect. Those books, like the men

who wrote them, pass away—this
endures for ever. Their authors are
dead, but the Author of this book
liveth for ever "’—and other words on
the same lines. Perceiving that the
Spirit was dealing with him, I asked
if he would mind reading aloud for
our benefit. ‘ With pleasure, but
where ? 7 We turned to the Gospel
of John and spoke to him of the Deity
of our Lord Jesus. The Word-—logos
—in chapter 1. And then, to the
young man, ‘ Will you kindly read

in chapter 3. down to the 16th verse p "
He did so. “ Now is not that inA-
nitely better than anything you ever
read?” I demanded. ‘ They are not
to be compared,” he cried. ‘ Listen
carefully, then,” I continued. *‘‘ Here
are God the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. God the Father loves and gives.
God the Son loves and dies. God the
Spirit loves and reveals both the
Father and the Son to the one whom
He quickens into a new life—the very
life of God. Is it not most wonderful
that Father, Son, and Spirit, are all
engaged to bless the wicked, guilty,
and helpless sinner ? But in chapter
1. we read what the Son is. He is
‘the Word,” the ‘Lamb’ and ‘He
that baptizeth with the Hcly Ghost.’
Oh what a wonderful Saviour! Here
in chapter 1. is the great Workman,
but His work—dying that believers
might live—is in chapter 3. Nicodemus
needed chapters I.and 3. and so do you
likewise. His work takes its value
from His Person. If I were to give
my blood, my life, it would not save
a single soul, but His on the contrary
has saved, and is saving and will yet
save uncountable hosts—numberless
multitudes—and so on. . . . "

Then came the dénouement and the
parting. He, we trust, with the light
of eternal hope dawning in his soul,
and we to thank the One who, in
Eden, at the Fall, and on the Cross
at the great expiation, and by the
Spirit in the great quickening and
ingathering—Father, Son, and Spirit—
is, even now, even to-day, seeking and
saving that which is Iost. Oh the
ineffable delight | Oh the inexpressible
joy and peace of being a subject of
this three-fold perfection of Life for
evermore.

. Indulgent reader, can you say,
“ Such, through grace, am L.”

P.S.—The prayers of the reader are

earnestly requested.



