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We shall not serve our Lord’s cause,
no matter how fervid our zeal, if we
ignore His word and attempt a service
which He has not prescribed. It is
not our work to attempt to put the
world right. We are not sent to con-
vert the world and much less to
Christianize it. No mistaken notion
has had more disastrous results than
this. It has led directly tc the adopt-
ing of social service as the great
objective and has opened the door to
the whole flood of modernist heresy
which has swept over the professing
church.

To clean up the world, whether
socially or nationally, is not our
business ; it will be effectually accom-
plished by the Lord Himself at His
return in glory. He cleaned up the
world temporarily in the days of Noah
by water, and partially in the days of
Lot by fire. He will do it altogether
and for ever in the coming day of His
wrath and judgment. Our business is
not to attempt before the time what
belongs to the coming dispensation,
but to be true to the Lord’s present
commission, and to all that has been
revealed and accomplished by his first
advent, and which has consequently
become the subject of testimony. That
which was set forth in Christ here is,
according to God’'s purpose, to be con-
tinued in the church—in his servants
—during the time of His absence.

Two great things marked our Lord’s
exit from this world. First, as recorded
in John’s Gospel, He bore unfaltering
witness to the truth. Before Pontius
Pilate He ‘‘witnessed a good con-
fession.”

“ Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art
Thou a king, then? Jesus answered,
Thou sayest that I am a king. To this
end was I born, and for this cause came
I into the world, that I should bear witness
unto the truth. Every one that (s of the
truth heareth My voice” (18. 37).

Secondly, as recorded in Luke's
Gospel He spent His latest breath not

in protesting against the world’s un-
righteousness, or in formulating an
ideal scheme of righteous principles,
but in saving one soul out of the world
for heaven. '

“ And he [the other malefactor] said
unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when
Thou comest into Thy kingdom. And
Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, To-day shalt thou be with Me in

paradise’ (23. 42, 43).

Behold, then, in the great Master
Himself that which should mark all
His servants to-day! If you would
be in the current of His will, and follow
in His steps, make these two things
your cbjective. FEarnestly covet this
from the hand of God, that you may
be set as a witness to His truth—to the
whoele of it and not a part merely—
and that you may be of use in the
completion of His present purpose of
gathering out of the nations ‘‘ a people
for His name '’ (Acts 15. 14). If these
two are laid down firmly as the rails
on which you travel, then you may
safely generate every possible ounce
of zeal. Off these lines your zeal may
be largely destructive, like an engine
under full steam which jumps the
metals.

Brethren in Christ—you who are
young, especially—it is indeed high
time to awake out of sleep! The
night grows darker, but our salvation
out of it, and the subsequent dawning
of the day, is now very near. Shall
we ever forgive ourselves if we spend
these last hours in easy-going slumber
and self-pleasing ? Certain it is that
if we miss the present opportunity we
shall suffer irreparable loss in the day
of the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

Rather let us bestir ourselves from
our natural lethargy and whole-
heartedly identify ourselves with the
whole truth of God as revealed in the
New Testament, and the service of
God according to that truth, to-day.
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“WHAT HAS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST TO

SAY ?”

THE religious world has been stirred

by the appearance in a weekly
paper, under the above challenging
title, of a Manifesto by one who is
supposed to stand in the front rank
among English Nonconformist ministers.

The article is practically a call to
every so-called church in Christendom,
and to all the denominations in the
country, to close up their ranks, to
unite in forming one great confederacy,
and to work for the introduction of a
warless world. Protestants, Roman
Catholics, and those belonging to the
Greek Church are called upon to sink
their differences and to unite for this
one great end. If need be, the aid of
the Pope is to be invoked.

This was followed by a shoal of
letters from men of all creeds, and
varied positions, and they almost
unanimously endorsed the Manifesto.
As we write we learn that the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury has summoned a
meeting of representative men to con-
sider what should be done.

All this brings us right up against
the fact that the end is near, and that
‘““the coming of the Lord draweth
nigh ”’ (James 5. 8).

The League of Nations was an indica-
tion of how the nations of the world
would combine politically ; and, though
at present it seems to be struggling for
existence, it serves to show how things
are going. The one who is ‘‘the
prince of this world,” and who is thus
directing its political affairs, is also
““the god of this world,” and he is
directing its religious affairs.

The great landslide at the World’s
Missionary Conference held in Edin-
burgh a few years ago gave an idea of
how things were going ; this Manifesto
seems to show that what then appeared

(W. BrauverL Dick.}

to be merely in embryo is now well
nigh full blown. Observe the subtlety
of the enemy! He uses not avowed
opponents of religion. He invaded the
Conference just referred to, and where
it should have been least expected the
idea that toleration was to be extended
towards all the different false religions
was set forth and received. His latest
attempt comes through one whose
name has been respected wherever it
was known, and from whom much
was expected on behalf of the cause
of Christ,

All this shows how rapidly we are
approaching the time when the Beast
and the False Prophet shall appear,
and when there shall be a confederacy
of nations and also of religions ‘‘ against
Jehovah and against His Anointed.”
If this be so, then the coming of the
Lord for His own must be very, very
near. Fellow Christians! Let us have
our loins girt and our lamps burning,
and let us be on the look-out for His
return.

The Manifesto asks for the impossible.
It necessarily leaves God out; for if
that at which it aims were realized,
the Word of God would be proved to
be untrue. War will continue; and
in comparison with the battle of
Armageddon which has yet to take
place, the last dreadsome war will
seem as nothing. For all this, God is
not responsible. This world deliberately
and in cold blood rejected Christ. It
rejects Him still. There is no place
for Him in the aforesaid Manifesto.
“ He IS despised and rejected of men
(Isa. 53. 3). Politicians and preachers
may sigh for the millennium ; they may
devise their schemes, but all are doomed
to fail. They are working for a
millennium without Christ; and that
they cannot and shall not have,
Christ will come, not because the
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world wants Him to come, nor because
it will invite Him to come, but because
His Word plainly declares that * Yet
a little while, and He that shall come
will come, and will not tarry’ (Heb.

10. 37).

The second Psalm supplies the divine
explanation of, and answer to, the
machinations of men, whether poli-
ticians or ecclesiastics, They are
amalgamating ‘¢ against Jehovah and
against His Anointed ” (verse z). They
are uniting to resist all restraint (verse
3). * He that sitteth in the heavens
shall laugh” (verse 4). Already we
can see the principle of verse 5 being
worked out. Before the public had
had time to digest the aforesaid Mani-
festo, and white the League of Nations
was actually in session at Geneva, the
British Empire was brought to the
very brink of war, and rulers and
religionists seemed alike impotent.
Verse 6 sets before us the One who
will put all things right ; and verse 9
tells us how He will do it.

If God appears to be inactive to-day,
it is because He is allowing men to
get to the end of their tether in their
mad hatred of and opposition to His
Christ. It is, on the other hand,
because in Christ He has the One to
whom He has committed all things;
whko will carry all His counsels to
pertect fruition, and in Him He rests.
The question, ‘ What has the church
of Christ to say ?’”’ may be answered
in one word—NOTHING.

The church of Christ is comgosed
only of those who are “torn again,”
cleansed from their sins in ‘ the
precious blood of Christ,” and indwelt
by the Holy Spirit. No matter where
they are found, or of what nationality
or colour, these and these alone form
the church of Christ. It acknowledges
no head but Christ, no authority but
that of the Holy Spirit of God, and no
standard other than the sacred Word
of Cod,

The church belongs to heaven. It

was chosen in heaven ; it draws all its
supplies from heaven, and it is going
to heaven. Meanwhile it is left in
this world to occupy Christ’s place
here. His place here was that of
rejection; that is the church’s place
now. His work here was to do good ;
that is the church’s privilege now.
His grace led Him to pray for His
enemies, The church, viewed as the
house of God, may do the same; and
those who are part of it are exhorted
to pray ‘‘for all men, for kings, and
for all that are in authority.” They
do not issue manifestoes ; they do not
stand for Parliament; they do not go
to the polling booth; they do not
invoke the aid of men of all creeds and
kinds; they pray—not that war may
cease ; not that great conferences may
be formed ; not that pious resclutions
may be made; not that the world may
become a better place; but that God
would so order things that His people
might “live a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and honesty " (1 Tim.
2. 1, 2). The world owes more than it
imagines to the prayers of those who
seek to be true to their heavenly calling,
and to exercise their holy function as
seen in this portion of Scripture.

We make no apology for calling the
attention of our readers to this matter.
“We are not ignorant of Satan’s
devices’’ (2 Cor. 2. 11), and in this
latest subtle move his hand can be
traced. The fact is, men at the head
of affairs are getting desperate. Their
‘“hearts are failing them for fear, and
for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth ’ (Luke 21. 26).
Those who are supposed to know the
Scriptures are ignorant of them, and
therefore resort to their own devices.
The year 1922 threatens to close under
a cloud. Trouble at home, trouble
abroad, the unrest of the human heart
reflected in every department of life,
and yet the world will not have Christ
at any cost.

If for the world the year seems
likely to close under a cloud, for “us
which are saved ’’ there is the prespect
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“ What has the Church, etc.””

of the speedy rising of * the Bright
aud Morning Star.”
“Qur hearts beat high, the dawn is nigh

That ends our pilgrim story,
In Thine eternaf glory.”’

It may be that ere the clock has
struck ushering the old year out and
the new year in, we shall have heard
the summoning shout of our adorable
Lord, and shall be with Him, and that
for ever. Then after a welter of blood-
shed in this world, as men with all
restraint gone (see z Thess. 2. 7) and
with unbridled passions let loose, shall
pursue their mad career, He shall
come whose right it is to reign.
Just as He stilled the tempest on the
sea of Galilee, so shall He then

“ Bid the whole creation smile,
And hush its groan.”

‘“ He shall have put down all rule and
all authority and power. For HE
must reign till HE hath put all enemies

under HIS feet. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death.” Then
the glorious end, the dawn of a cloud-
less, sinless, deathless eternity; ‘“‘ HE
shall have delivered up the kingdom
to God, even the Father; . . . that
God [Father, Son, and Holy Spirit]
may be all in all ” (1 Cor. xv. 24-28).

Therefore our hearts are kept in
perfect tranquillity. If He sees fit to
leave us here for a little longer, we shall
pray for the world—at any rate for
all who are in it; we shall carry the
Gospel to the world ; we shall seek, as
He may enable us, to do good in the
world ; we shall ask for grace to walk
in separation from the world; and as
day by day “ we look for the Saviour,”
our happy expectant hearts shall ever
say to Him—

“ COME, LORD JESUS!"”
Till then, * The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with all the saints. Amen "’
(Rev. 22. 20, 21).

“THE SONS OF THE PROPHETS.”

{A. ]J. PoLrock.}

‘“ And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where we
dwell WITH THEE is too strait FOR US"” (2 Kings 6. 1).

THE sons of the prophets stand as

a type of a large class to-day,
who demand our special sympathy and
attention.

The contrast lies between the pro-
phets and the sons of the prophets. The
prophets were men of Geod, men of
strong convictions, men who took a
firm stand in their day. Look at
Elijah standing against Ahab, Jezebel
and the prophets of Baal. Look at
Jeremiah and the continiual risks he ran
even of his life in giving Ged's messages
to the people. Look at Daniel in the
den of lions.

The sons of the prephets were their
fathers’ sons, but without their fathers’
soul-history, and spiritual stamina.
This can be said without attributing

fault to them. They were born in a
certain circle, and found themselves
without effort in circumstances out-
wardly very much where their fathers
stood. But they had not, and could
not have, in the nature of things, the
experimental knowledge of God that
their fathers had, and so they had to
learn what they did learn, be it much
or little, for themselves.

In the same way, the wonderful
movements of God’s Spirit during last
century resulted in deep exercise as to
the truth on the part of many of God’s
people, and the deep exercise even-
tuated in decisions for the Lord, and
many stepped out of systems and
human organizations to put ints prac-
tice the truth God had taught them.
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Their children, brought up in the
atmesphere of the truth, not called upon
to fight for their spiritual freedom, but
having things pretty well ready-made
to their hand, find themselves out-
wardly in the position that their
parents reached at considerable cost to
themselves. They are in no wise to
blame because they have not got the
spiritual fibre of their parents in many
cases, and it is not to ke expected.
Soul-history is not jumped into in a
day.

But their very position, often beyond
their apprehension of that position and
the truth that governs it, exposes them
to certain dangers, and it is possible
that the consideration of the incident
in z Kings 6. may be a help to some.

Evidently the sons of the prophets
were youths who were placed under
Eliska's charge for their training. One
day they came up to him, and said,
‘“ Behold now the place where we dwell
WITH THEE is too strait FOR US.”
What a stab to the heart for the oid
man ! Their remark certainly did not
lack directness. They did not attempt
to sugar-coat the bitter pill. They
were dissatisfied with the room he
could give them, and they thought
they could do better for themselves.

Is this not like the tendency on the
part of many of the dear young Chris-
tians to-day ? They find the old-
fashioned ways teo narrow, and they
want to broaden out and make things
really move. We do not blame them
for it, but we plead that they should
listen attentively to what the aged and
experienced Christian says. The young
cannot do without the old—the old
cannot do without the young. The
young have energy—the old have
experience. We want both.

Peter exhorted the elders in his day,
net altogether as an apostle, but as
“also an elder’ (1 Pet. 5. 1). He
also says, ‘‘ Likewise, ye younger, sub-
mit yourselves unto the elder. Yea,
all of you be subject one to another

and be clothed with humility 7’ (1 Pet.
5.5). This is the spirt we all—young
and old—need. Remember how even
the Apostle Paul had to lament, ‘ All
they which are in Asia be turned away
from me’’ (z Tim. 1. 15).

Now it is true that if we are on
earthly and carnal lines the truth will
prove too strait for us. There is a
place the Lord has formed for us as
revealed in His word. There is the
house of God upon this earth, the
assembly, the pillar and ground of the
truth. There nothing is made of man.
The flesh is refused and everything is
of the Spirit.

Let us follow our narrative. The
young men asked Elisha that they
might go to Jordan, take thence every
men a beam and make a place ‘‘ where
WE may dwell.” It lcoked like shak
ing lsose from the old man altogether.

The prophet replied, * Go ye.”” He
would not stand in their way. Wise
old man, he saw clearly that they must
learn their own lessons and not walk in
the strength of tradition or anything
of a secondhand nature.

But one of their number could not
bear the thought of losing Elisha.
They were prepared to turn their back
upon Elisha's house, but not upon him.
In grace and love he answered simply,
“1 will go.”

But what a difference! The young
men had been with Elisha ; now Elisha
is with them. How often have we
experienced that even going our own
way in our ignorance the Lord has
been with us, not as approving our
course, but as caring for us. If we had
been with the Lord how different it
would have been. With Him in His
ordering of things, instead of Him with
us in our path of ignorance. ' Safety
is of the Lord ”’ (Prov. 21. 3I).

We can and do believe that some of
our young brethren, whe find things
too strait for them, have an earnest
desire to serve the Lord. They would
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*"1'he Sons ot the Prophets

not knowingly embark on a career of
self-will. Ignorance is at the root of
much difficulty.

Arrived at the Jordan the young
men set to work. Sadly must the
prophet have looked on, yet there was
a link of affection between the young
men and himself—they wanted his

company, he bore with them in tender
love.

As one was felling a beam, off flew
the axe head, which fell into the river
and quickly sank out of sight and
reach. Deprived of his tool the truth
came out. ‘““Alas, master! for it
was borrowed.”’

Here we get into the secret of all the
trouble we may have as Christians in
the things of the Lord, whether as
individuals or assemblies. ¢ Master,
where dwellest Thou? "’ (John 1. 38)
was the query of the two disciples.
‘“ Come and see,” was the Divine invita-
tion. The sons of the prophets found
the place where they dwelt with the
prophet too strait for them. We may
find that to dwell with the Lord is too
strait for us. It is not too strait for
the Spirit. There all is blessed width
and true liberty. But it is narrow,
nay intolerable for the flesh.

‘ Alas, Master ! for it was borrowed,”
might be applied in two ways. First,
to second-hand truth—truth intellect-
ually grasped in the mind, but never
having gripped the conscience and
formed the affections. For instance,
the truth of Ged’s house, the truth of
the church, the behaviour suitable to
it, how much is it in mere terms with
many, and therefore they mnaturally
seek satisfaction in other directions.

Second, how often it shows itself in
the additions of worldly methods in
the service of the Lord. Choirs, solo-
singing, duets, glees, oratory, social
intercourse, athletics, etc., etc., are all
introduced under the plea that we need
to keep the many. But does it keep
them ? It only feeds what is not

spiritual in them and strengthens that
which tends to strangle the spiritual,

How many a movement has started
on spiritual lines and God has richly
blessed it, but these * borrowed’’
lines were introduced till the spiritual
power in the movement was strangled,
and now they stand as warning beacons
to us.

These expedients are largely a cover
for the lack of spiritual power, and
they have the tendency of increasing
powerlessness, as the Spirit is grieved,
and thus making more room for them-
selves till the process is complete and
you get philanthropy and not the
Gospel, the culture of the first man and
not the grac:s of the secend man, and
the way is introduced for—apostasy.
Are there not these warnings in Chris-
tendom as plentiful as blackberries in
autumn, and are we any better than
our fathers?

It is not that bodily exercise is not
profitable, for it is and has its lawiful
place, but let it not be linked up with
what is spiritual. We are not dead to
nature, but nature has its place in
believers who are to be controlled and
upheld by the Spirit of God; it must
not therefore intrude into the things
of God.

The young man, who lost his axe-
head, turned to the prophet in his
dilemma. He discovered he could not
do without the prophet.

The man of God said, ‘ Where fell
it ? 7 Being shown the place he cut
down a stick and the iron did swim.
In this striking action we get a type of
the way God is working., The stick
symbolizes the cross of Christ. The
iron swimming as the result of the
stick being cast in the water symbolizes
that divine things are found in resurrec-
tion. That which fell into the water
of Jordan, type of death, rose, type of
resurrection.

It teaches that the old order has
passed away, and that God is working
on new lines altogether. It reminds



Scripture Truth

280

one of Romans 6. and baptism. The
believer goes into the water, and is
buried with Christ by baptism unto
death. All that we are as fallen sons
of Adam passes under the condemna-
tion of death. Yes. but we are bap-
tized unto the death of Christ. If we
had only been baptized in relation to
what we are there would be no coming
up out of the water, but seeing we are
baptized unto the death of CHRIST, we
rise because He has risen. This is
morally true of us now but will be
actually true of the saints who have
fallen asleep at the resurrection.

But what is involved ? Walking in
newness of life. There will then be no
use for borrowed axe heads, we shall
te in the power of the truth and refuse
as mischievous and corrupting these

aids, that are outside the Scripture,
and anything outside the Scripture is
‘ borrowed.”

There the incident ends, and I am
persuaded it has lessons for us.

May we never say to the Lord,
‘“ Behold now the place where we
dwell WITH THEE is too strait FOR
US.” It is not that we should ever
dream of saying anything so bald as
this, but in refusing to go on with the
truth in any shape or form as revealed
in the Scriptures, and adding to it
human organizations and methods we
say this in principle. May God con-
tinually exercise us on our knees as to
His path for us, and may we be WITH
HIM by His grace in all the blessed
breadth and liberty of the Spirit.

‘BROUGHT TO THE

[T is surely the desire of God that

all those things which are heard
in the Gospel, and received into the
heart concerning Himself, should so
become an integral part of the believer
that there shall be perfect correspond-
ence between his way and conversation
and the Truth itself.

But how long the interval, how
varied the experience, how difficult the
way ere the desired end is reached !

The group of Psalms, 42 to 48 inclu-
sive, well illustrates the passage from
one point to the other, describing the
fervent longings, the trials and the
perfecting work of patience that finally
not only satisfies every desire after God,
and His temple, but beyond all this
makes the work of the Spirit, the
glories of Christ, acceptance with God
and finally the perfect fulfilment of
promise that had ever reached the ear
concerning the journey’s end, to be the
present possession and joy of the heart.

KING.”

In Psalm 42. the felt need, the
distance from God, the lack of com-
munion, that are so keenly realized,
find their expression in terms of
intense thirst after God ; the distress
of the parched and hunted deer being
alone comparable with the greatness
of the Psalmist’s longings.

(S. ScorT.}

Persecuted and an outcast (Ps. 42.
6), the Psalmist accepts readily all his
affliction and sorrows from the hand of
Jehovah—“ All Thy waves and Thy
billows are gone over me,” and even
in the land of the Hermonites he has
no resource but in God, and awaits
with chastened spirit the delights that
will assuredly be his on looking to Him
for light and truth (Psalm 43. 3) to lead
him to the place on which his heart is
set—Thy holy mount and Thy habita-
tion. Thus he looks out from amidst
his uncongenial surroundings to sing-
ing the praises of his God without
hindrance in the future.
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“Brought to the King”’

Psalm 44. narrates the faithfulness
of God in sharp contrast to Israel's
failure, faithfulness absolutely un-
merited though still shown because
“ Thou hadst a favour unto them ”
(verse 3).

What an incentive to true holiness
is this knowledge of God's unflagging
interest and care for His own. He
uses it to teach them the dependence
on Himself which it was His desire they
should exercise, keeping themselves
circumcised in heart, and to stimulate
their devotion to Himself (see Deut. 7.7,
and 10. 15-18).

In this Psalm, too, the writer, boast-
ing in God, is delivered from his
enemies and is at the end a worshipper
(verse 8).

But lest the newly acquired happi-
ness should prove to lack depth and
reality, a season of testing ensues. This
consists of scattering, reproach, derision
and enmity (verses 9, I10), and even
though persecution may mean the loss
of everything here, and may rise to
martyrdom (verse 22}, there is happily
no loss of confidence.

The testing is successful : willingness
to go to the last extremity for the love
of God is evident, and nothing here
can hold his affections. Hence God is,
as it were, free now to hold up to him
the glorious One for the contemplation
of his soul.

What a magnificent outburst Psalm
45. is! He beholds the One ‘ fairer
than the children of men ”"—Him who
has grace poured unto His lips. This
One who now rivets the Psalmist’s gaze
is saluted as King and as God, and is
exalted above all His fellows by His
righteousness. Every attribute, every
feature is lovingly dwelt upon, and is
an object of delight, so that there is
no charm or attraction elsewhere ;
even his own people and father’s house
are forgotten (verse 10). Thus are all
the longings of Psalm 4z. completely
set at rest, as indeed they must be, for

they are the product of the Spirit, and
these He must—nay delights to satisfy.

‘“ Her clothing is of wrought gold.
She shall be brought unto the King in
raiment of needlework.” Every blow
of the hammer in fashioning the gold,
every stitch in these garments of
beauty, is indicative of the loving care
and continuous diligence required to
produce fitness for the King’s presence,
and introduce to the palace of the King
—after whom such yearnings have been
expressed—with joy and gladness.
What a climax! How truly blessed
are the ways of God with His own.

Of old the fathers, Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, had been they in whom the
children of Israel boasted, and to whom
they looked as illustrations of divine
leading and blessing. Christ having
come in all His majesty and glory, the
eye can no longer look backward but
forward. The children shall be made
“ princes in all the earth.” In the
future, nct the past, shall be the crown
of their blessing.

In Psalm 46. 5-7 is the public
answer to the insulting taunts of the
wicked, ‘ Where is now thy God? "
“God 1s in the midst of her.”
“ Jehovah of hosts is with us. The
God ot Jacob is our refuge.” He
brings in peace and is exalted among
the nations. Whilst in the next Psalm
He reicns OVER the nations and sits
upon the throne of holiness (Ps. 47.

7-8).

Two great things follow when God
has His peace recognized, one, that
He is the centre of all attention and
of worship (Ps. 48.}), and then that
every promised blessing is fulfilled.
For ‘‘ as we have heard so have we seen,
in the city of the Lord of Hosts”
(verse 8).

All that the prophet had ever toretold
of His wondrous reign, all that minstrel
had ever sung, all that figure ever
portrayed, is more than realized when
God has His own place, in His own
city, and amongst His own people.
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HE true condition of every believer
in Christ in the present dispen-
sation is designated by the Spirit in
Scripture as *‘ spirifual.”” The house
of God, too, of which he forms part, is
also called spiritual. The food which
he assimilates and the drink which
he appropriates are likewise termed
spiritual. Moreover, the praises which
he offers to God, the sacrifices which
he gives to Him, the songs which he
sings, are all spoken of in the Word
of God as spiritual. It is important,
therefore, to seek understanding from
God as to this, for we live in days when
it is despised by some, misunderstood
by others, and carried too far by many.

Now, though the true and normal
condition of each believer is spiritual,
yet we see that brethren in Christ may
become fleshly, for we read of those
who heard the Gospel through Paul at
Corinth, and were in the assembly in
Christ there, becoming such ; therefore,
the apostle writes to them thus, ‘I,
brethren, have not been able to speak
to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly,
as to babes in Christ, . . . for ye are
yet carnal '’ (1 Cor. 3. 1—3). Let this,
therefore, weigh well with us. It is
not enough to say, ‘‘ I believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and confess His
Name.” These brethren at Corinth
did that; but the fleshly lusts which
war against the soul had hindered
their progress in spiritual things, and
emulation and strife and dissension
among themselves rose high through
their exalting special men, boasting in
them and their peculiar teachings, and
through ordering their walk according
to them and not according to the
fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom all faithful servants
point, and whose glory the Spirit of
God is here to bring before us.

NATURAL, CARNAL AND
SPIRITUAL.

It is the carnal mind which opposes
the spiritual. The natural is not that
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which is in itself antagonistic so much,
but rather is it unable to enter into that
which is spiritual. We read, ‘ The
natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God . . . he cannot
know them, for they are spiritually
discerned.” Spiritual things are above
him and he is incapable in himself of
entering into them. Carnality is alto-
gether against them. The natuial mind
may be educated, adopting too as its
religion Christianity (as it is often
termed)}, vet without the Soirit of God,
it may also despise low practices and
the failures even of true believers, it
may be zealous for human righteousness
and honourable behaviour, nevertheless
it is still natural. Often it freely
admits it does not, and has no disposi-
tion to appreciate spiritual things.
Natural things and natural affection
are rightly and ably appreciated, it may
be, but not the spiritual. The latter
may not be opposed, but the natural
man lacks the necessary ability to dis-
cern spiritual things, whereas that
which is carnal bitterly wars against
that which is spiritual.

Just a word before leaving this. It
is impocrtant to remember that if the
natural is not in itself against the
spiritual neither is the spiritual against
the natural, but its abilities are super-
natural and above it, and when one is
truly spiritual he will view that which
is natural from a higher standpoint
than the other, and bring into his cwn
natural relationships a heavenly grace
to which the purely natural man is a
stranger. This we see in the closing
exhortations of such epistles as Ephe-
sians and Colossians. To be without
“ natural affection” is an awful mark
of apostasy from that which is in Christ
Jesus (z Tim. 3. 3). We do not become
unnatural by being spiritual, but car-
nality is to be fled from as a foe to all
true progress.

Even the law in itself is not against
what is purely natural. It is against
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the fleshly man. Indeed, the law,
being given of God, must itself be
spiritual, and its fulness is love. The
man in Romans 7. says, ‘‘ The law is
spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under
sin”’ (14).

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE
SPIRITUAL.

It may be asked, What is exactly
meant by that which is spiritual?
Through wrong teaching as to this
many sincere souls have been led
astray ! Often it has been contrasted
with that which is material, and a state
of mind has consequently been pro-
duced of a most harmful nature.
Scripture does not so speak, for the
Spirit tells us that the body which the
saints will have in the resurrection will
not only be incorruptible and immortal
but also spiritual. When He rose
from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ
said to His disciples, ‘“ Handle Me and
see, for a spirit has not flesh and bones
as ye see Me having ”’ (Luke 24. 39);
nevertheless His body was spiritual
although still *‘ flesh and bones,”’ and
the body of the believer will be the
same in resurrection; it will be “a
spiritual body ”’ (1 Cor. 15. 44).

Some, toe, have said, That which is
spiritual is neither seen nor heard ! but
“ the house of God "’ is formed of all true
believers on Christ, the Living Stone
rejected by men, and that house is
gpiritual, and it is seen. Moreover,
the praises which they offer to God are
spiritual and their songs are called
“ spiritual songs,” and they are heard.
The believer himself in his right condi-
tion and character is spcken of as
spiritual—'* ye which are spiritual "—
and he is both seen and heard, and as
he behaves himself accordingly even
unconverted men are made conscious
that he acts and speaks from a stand-
point to which they are strangers.

In a bad sense we read of certain
forms of evil being spiritual, of ‘“ spirit-
ual wickedness ” (Eph. 6. 12), and of
Jerusalem, when it presently becomes

dominated by Antichrist, being ‘ the
great city which is called spiritually
Sodom and Egypt, where also their
Lord was crucified ”’ (Rev. 11. 8). In
both these cases we have that which is
characterized by Satan,—by the evil
spirit,

To be spiritual therefore in the true
sense is to be characterized by the Holy
Spirit of God who has been given from
our ascended Head and Lord. We do
not, therefore, find this condition in
the Old Testament, Hosea 9. 7 being
wrongly translated. We read of men
doing mighty acts by the power of the
Spirit, such as Samson, but their own
state could not be described as spiritual.
Extraordinary things, tosc, have been
done in later days by men who have
not been marked by true spirituality,
nor by the fruit of the Spirit which is
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, fidelity, meekness and
self-centrol. Not simply power but
grace and truth will mark those who
are truly spiritual, for they will be
characterized by the Holy Spirit ; and,
as we have said, even the believer’s
mortal body will be eventually so
characterized, for it will be quickened
by the Spirit at the coming of Christ
and be subject to mortality no more.

The saints in Galatia had f{fallen
under teaching which made them think
they were hyper-spiritual, but in reality
they were brought into bondage to
‘“ beggarly principles,’’ and the apostle,
seeing their danger, has to say, “ If ye
bite and devour one another beware
that ye are not consumed one of
another ’ (5. 15). What a state for
saints of God to get into even when
apostles were on the earth, ill-treating
each other through wrongly directed
zeal! Again he writes, ‘ Brethren, if
even a man be taken in some fault, ye
who are spiritual restore such an one
in a spirit of meekness, comsidering
thyself lest thou also be tempted ”
(6. 1). This restoring grace and lowli-
ness is a mark of spirituality. Is
restoration very much in evidence to-
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day ? It would be, were there more
true spirituality.

We are also exhorted to * follow
after love and desire spiritual gifts”
{1 Cor. 14. 1). The blessings, too,
which are ours in Christ Jesus are
spiritual (Eph. 1. 3}, and as we rightly
enter into and possess these blessings
they will give character to us. Our
discernment, then, will be clearer, for
“‘ the spiritual discerns all things and
he is discerned of no one ' (1 Cor. 2. I5).

The faithful servant of Christ seeks
to impart spiritual benefit to those who
hear him,—'‘ some spiritual gift to
establish you” (Rom. 1. 11),—that
such may participate experimentally in
“ gpiritual things "’ (15, 27), and these
things cannot be imparted in a merely
natural way ; ‘ not in words taught by
human wisdom, but in those taught by
the Spirit, communicating [or expound-
ing] spiritual things by spiritual
means ’’' (1 Cor. 2. 13) ; and the apostle
Paul, who thus served the Lord, could
add, ‘“ If we have sown to you spiritual
things, 1s it a great ithing if we shall reap
your carnal things ?’’ (9. 11). Many
look at the latter,—giving to servants
of our Lord Jesus Christ,—as the
“great thing.” That 1s a mistake!
The giving of spiritual things is what
is truly great, and the other but a right
and ordinary return. The labourer
must be supported, and it is not well
for those who benefit by his service to
neglect the one who sows spiritual
things lest spiritual poverty follows.

In the case of the Colossian saints we
find the apostle praying that they may
be filled with the knowledge of God’s
will in all wisdom and spiritual under-
standing, so as to walk worthily of the
Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing
fruit in every good work (Col. 1. 9).
This fruitfulness is another mark of
true spirituality : evidence is thus
borne as to our condition. Bad fruit
witnesses to a bad condition. No
fruit shows a faulty condition. * Fruit
in every good work ’’ evidences a truly
spiritual condition, along with a true
knowledge of God in Christ.

SPIRITUAL POSSESSIONS.

When God redeemed Israel He gave
them earthly possessions, but to those
who have redemption in Christ to-day
are given ‘‘spiritual blessings in the
heavenlies in Christ” (Eph. 1. 3).
These are possessed at the present time
in faith in the power of the Spirit, and
in them the believer may stand vic-
toriously against all the attacks of the
powers of darkness and against spiritual
wickedness, strong in the Lord and
clad in the paneply of God. Ephesians
6. 10-1%7 shows this.

As we are therefore characterized by
the Holy Spirit of God, that is, as
we are characteristically spiritual, this
triumph and victory will be ours
in spite of all the outward failure in
the assemblies. Provisicn has been
divinely made that we may stand in
our glorious possessions, so that with
gladness and praise filling our hearts,
like the apostle to the Gentiles we may
exclaim, Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ who has thus
blesced us.

But not only do we read in the
epistles of spiritual persons possessing
spiritual ‘¢ blessings,”’ raising spiritual
‘““songs,” offering spiritual ‘¢ sacri-
fices "’—the sacrifice of praise—in a
spiritual ‘ house,”’ but of such spiritual
persons having spiritual *“ discernment,”
receiving and rejoicing in spiritual
“things,” increasing in wisdom and
spiritual  *‘ understanding,”  having
spiritual ‘“ food” to sustain them in
divine energy, so as to be well-pleasing
to the Lord. As we have said, the
faithful servant seeks to impart spirit-
ual gain to the saints, to feed them
with spiritual food.

When Israel journeyed onward to the
land, we are toid that they were types
of us, and ‘* all ate the same spiritual
food, and drank the same spiritual
drink, for they drank of a spiritual
Rock which followed them ; and that
Rock was Christ ’ (1 Cor. 10. 4). Here
then we find the secret of being kept in
vigour on our way to the Father’s
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house, where we shall see our Lord
Jesus Christ face to face. Fleeing from
fleshly lusts we appropriate the food
provided for us, and press onward to
our heavenly goal. When here on
earth Jesus Himself could say, “ As the
living Father has sent Me and I live on
account of the Father, he also who eats
Me shall live also on account of Me ' ;
and, again, “I am the bread of life:
he that comes to Me shall never hunger,
and he that believes on Me shall never
thirst at any time ” (John 6. 35). He
is our food, our drink, our all.

As we thus make this gracious provi-
sion our own we shall find strength and
spring in our steps heavenward, we
shall be renewed day by day in the
inner man. Long ago it was said, man
shall not live by bread alone but by
every word of God. As Christ is
therefore appropriated we shall be
encouraged and invigorated on our
homeward way !

The body,—the outer man,—may
become less agile, and we tay be con-
scious of increasing feebleness as age
tells upon the present tabernacle ; the
earthly house may prove itself to be as
the apostle said a ‘ body of humilia-
tion,” and weakness may be evident ir

its wvarious chambers and compart-
ments; many testings and trials,
snares and temptations, along with ups
and downs, may beset the path which
we tread, but the end of it will be an
“UP.” The last step taken, and we
shall be caught up to meet the Lord
in the air! All the besetments of
the way will be left behind in the
tw.nkling of an eye and we shall be for
ever with the Lord !

Then we shall possess our possessions
in bodies of glory ; not simply as now
in faith, but as glorified with Christ.
The mortal body of the saint will have
put on immortality, and this corrup-
tible will have put on incerruptibility -
no longer earthly it will be heavenly ;
no longer in dishonour, it will have
been raised in glory; and no more in
weakness it will have been raised in
power; the Lord will then have
quickened it, and each saint will
possess for ever ‘‘a spiritual body.”
Conformed fully to the image of God's
beloved Son we shall then surround
Him as His brethren in His Father’s
house and be to His eternal praise.

““ And now Thy love is waiting
Thy saints like Thee to raise ;,
Firstborn of many brethren,
To Thee be all the praise.”’

The Church and the

World.

THE church must be in the world ; but the world should not be in the "‘church..
A ship is in the sea, but if the sea gets into the ship it becomes water-logged,

and if this advances beyond a certain point the ship will founder.

The church

is in the world in order that she may be a blessing to the world, but her ability
to be a blessing is in proportion to her unworldliness. -
A prelate of high rank was showing a distinguished visitor over a celebrated

church in Rome.

As they beheld the glittering ornaments, gold, suver, precious

stones, etc., the prelate said, * You see, we cannot say with St. Peter, ‘ Silver

and gold have I none.’”

“ Neither can you say with St. Peter, ‘ In the name

of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk,” 7’ was the unexpected response.

How true it is that worldliness and spiritual power cannot go together.

Oh |

for an unworldly spirit in every Christian |



286

A REMARKABLE LETTER.

EDITOR’S NOTY :—The writer of
this letter was a missionary in the
Telugu country, India. Just when, in
answer to fervent prayer, many were
turning to God from their idols, and the
work was being carried forward as on
the crest of a wave, he was struck down,
and at last he had to return home. At
the time of his writing he had been slowly
dying of leprosy for lifteen years, cut off
from his loved ones and from the service
to the Lord which he loved so well,
Ilaving been ourselves refreshed and
edified by its perusal, we pass it on that
our readers may also share the refresh-
ment that comes from every fresh proof
of the truth of those excellent words that
we often sing :(—

“Jesus ! Thou art encugh
The mind and heart to fill ;
Thy patient life—to ealm the soul;
Thy love—its fear dispel.

THE LETTER.

"It is about fifteen years since I
last saw wyou, so I appreciated your
letter all the more. I have had a
heavy cross to carry, but 1 am glad to
tell you that His grace has been
sufficient for me at every step of the
way. At first I was somewhat re-
bellious, for I had great plans for the
tuture. Many souls were turning to
the Lord in all parts of the field, and
I looked foerward to the time when I
should have the privilege of baptizing
thousands.

“1 had said, ‘ Lord, let me be Thy
servant, filled with Thy Spirit, giving
all my thought, all my energy and my
life for Thee.” And He answered me.
But instead of letting me serve Him
as 1 had planned to do, He suddenly
took me away irem the work for ever.
As I lay in the hospital in England,
when the first borror of the final out-
come was upon me, I thought some-
times that the Lord had forgotten and
forsaken me, that He had hidden His
face from me. But it was not so.

The more sorrow I have had to bear,
the easier it has become, and now I
am rejoicing in my Saviour every
hour. I know the time cannot be
long before I shall be with Him, but
while T am in the body I cannot keep
still. I must testify; I must tell of
His great love for me, and I have
written a paper to be read at the
Missionary Conference in India, on
‘ Filling full our place in life.’

“You ask how I am. I have lost
my eyesight now and my voice; I
have no feet or ankles ; no arms; but
my heart is far from dead. 1 still feel,
and long, and sympathize. T still
yearn for the extension of Christ’s
kingdom on earth as much as ever I
did. I cannot read or write, but the
kind sisters in charge of the hospital
come and read to me and write for me,
as I can find means to dictate to them.
I have everything I need, and could
not be more comfortable were I in my
own home. While I live I expect to
prepare others for India. ... And
though I am slowly dying I must keep
on doing something to help on the
Redeemer’s kingdom when I have
passed beyond.

“1 know you will remember me in
your prayers, that I may be humble
and patient, and faithful to the end.
I have no doubt in these days, and if
I had my wvoice I should be singing
all the day long. Sometimes I feel so
happy that I long to go to my heavenly
home and be with ‘my Beloved ' for
ever,

‘“ May the God of all comfort, com-
fort you, and grant you His grace,
filling you with the sunshine of His
presence, so that day by day you will
be transformed into His likeness from

- glory to glory, is the prayer of

“ Your brother in Christ’s Kingdom,
‘“J. E. D.”
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS.

“Your Heavenly Father.”

Should Christians address God

in prayer as

" ¢“ Heavenly Father '’?  Some say

‘‘heavenly '’ has the thought of distance, not true to the near relationship that Christians

have.—T, R., LONDON.

The term ¢ your heavenly Father,”
and its companign phrase * your Father
which is in heaven ” occur exclusively
in the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark,
and Luke. The occurrences in Mark and
Luke are few and far between. In
Matthew they occur much morve fre-
quently, and especially so in chapters 5
and 6—the Sermon on the Mount. In
the rest of the New Testament the phrases
do not occur at all.

A good concordance will further show
you at a glance that the Gospel of John,
though never giving us ¢ heavenly
Father,” is full of references to * the
Father.” The name * Father ™ as applied
to God occurs in it more frequently than
in the other three Gospels put together.
So also in the Epistles, ** Father  occurs
with frequency by itself and in different
combinations, yet never once as
*~ heavenly Father.”

We believe that there is something to
be learned from this. Matthew's is
pretty clearly the Gospel written in the
first instance for Jewish readers, and
thercfore emphasizing the dispensational
change effected by the advent of Christ.
It opens with Christ as “‘ the Son of David,
the Son of Abraham.” How striking
then that He, who was truly the Son of
Abraham, should lead those -children
of Abraham who became Ilis disciples
into the knowledge of the FFather who is
in heaven. Abraham was indecd their
carthly father; thc important thing for
them was, however, implicit faith in their
heavenly Father.

This dispensational element does not
enter into John's Gospel. There we
have the Word, who was before all
worlds, bccome flesh, rejected by His
own from the outset and yet {fully
revealing the Father—not now the
heavenly Father caring for the disciples-
on earth, as in Matthew, but the Father
in His own house, and according to what
He is in Himself. It ends by the risen
Saviour introducing his disciples into
His own place and relationship with the
Father as the fruit of redemption.
“ My Father, and your Father . . . My
God, and your God > (20. 17). This is
in germ the presentation of God as
Father, such as we have it developed in
the Epistles. The privilege of the
Christian is to know God, and address
Him as ‘““the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ ”” (Eph. 1. 3).

The above being accepted, youn
question is easily answered. Christians
may address God as * heavenly Father,”
but in doing so they speak to Him in the
light of the revelation made to the
disciples before the cross, when as yet
they were but a godly remnant of Israel
surrounding their Messiah, abhd not in
the light of the revelation which is
distinctively Christian. To habitually
address God in this way would bctoken
some lack in the understanding of that
necar relationship that Christians have as
now standing identified with the risen
Christ as Man in the presence of the
Father.

The Accuracy of our Bibles.

How and in what way were the Holy Scriptures preserved down through the ages ?
could we best convince a Romanist that we have the correct translations ?

make so lightly of the sacred Writings,
version we have says ‘‘ repent.”’

The preservation of the Scriptures we
owe to the providential care of God.
Acting behind the scenes lle saw to it
that the Lord Jesus, the incarnate Word,
was not destroyed by the wicked malice

How
They seem to

For instance, theirs say ‘‘do penance '’ while the

of Herod; so also, acting behind the.
scenes, has He watched over the written
Word and preserved it against every
attempt at its destruction.
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Doubtless, He used His people™ as
instruments to this end. The Jews care-
fully guarded the Old Testament down
to the time of our Lord. Then in
the course of about half a century the
New Testament was written in Greek, a
tongue which largely prevailed at that
time in the world’s history. No original
gnanuscripts have survived, but quite a
number of ancient copies remain to us
together with a mass of more fragmentary
manuscripts, ancient versions in other
tongues, and quotations by early writers ;
the result being that we have a wonder-
fully accurate knowledge of the originals :
the passages where any doubt exists as
to the exact word or form of the word
being few and of small importance.

If you are in touch with a sincere
Romanist willing to listen, we should
advise you not to spend time arguing
over details of translation. Pecrsuade
him to get a Bible of the wversion
authorized by the Romish church, lay
beside it an ordinary authorized version
and it will be at once seen that allowing
for differences in phraseology there is
no very great difference. Then we
should advise you to adopt kis version
and show him from that how it destroys
the Romish position. Take him, for
instance, to Hebrews 9. and 10.

We quote from a Douay version lying
before us. It was printed in Ireland
and carries an ‘° Approbation ™ signed
by twenty-six Irish Roman Catholic
Bishops and Archbishops.

“ Nor yet that he should offer himself
often, as the high priest entereth into
the holy places every year with the blood
of others: for then he ought to have
suffered often from the beginning of the
world : but now once at the end of ages
he hath appeared for the destruction of
sin by the sacrifice of himself. And as
it is appointed for men once to die, and
after this the judgment : so Christ was
offered once to exhaust the sins of many :
the second time he shall appear without
sin to them that expect him unto salva-
tion > (9. 25-28).

The language here is stronger than in
the * Protestant > version: “ The DES-
TRUCTION of sin by the sacrifice of Himself,
. .« Christ . . . offered once 1o EXHAUST
the sins of many” —and yet Rome’s
devotees are left saying continual masses
in order to exhaust sins while they live,
and paying for more masses to cxtricate
souls after death from the purgatory
which theyv have inserted between death
and the judgment!

The Heart and the Conscience.

HE whip and the scourge may hbe
righteous, but there is no winning
the heart of man with these. Nor is it
righteousness that reigns among saints,
but grace through righteousness, unto
eternal life. Alas! how many sins that
might have been washed away (John 13.)
have bcen retained ! How many breth-
ren alienated for all time, that might
have becen won back to God and to us,
because we have hammered at the
conscience merely, with thc heart un-
gained—with the heart, I may say
almost unsought !

We have not overcome evil, because
we have not overcome it with good. We
have taken the judge’s chair, and have

got back judgment; but the Master’s
lowly work we have little done.

But how little yet do we understand
that mere righteous dealing—absolutely
righteous as it may be—will not work
the restoration of souls ; that judgment,
however temperate and however ftrue,
will not touch and soften, and subdue
hearts to reccive instruction, that, by
the very facts of the case, are shown not
to be in their true place before God.

Man is not all conscience; and con-
science reached, with the heart away,
will do what it did with the first sinner
among men—drive him out among the
trees of the garden, to escape the unwel-
come voice.



