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The Pearl of Great Price.

(Epwarp Cross.)

‘' Agaln, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls.
" Who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought Jt.*’

Matthew 9. 45, 46,

MATTHEW 13. gives us the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven.
There are seven parables in the chapter.
The first parable is not a similitude of
the kingdom, but sets forth the service
of the Lord as the sower of the word,
which was in fact the word of the
kingdom, from which all the rest
spring. The remaining six parables
are similitudes of the kingdom, divided
into two sections, viz., the first three
\vers. 24-43) presenting the kingdom
in its outward form, in what we
commonly call Christendom, and ad-
dressed to the multitude; the last
three (vers. 44-—48) presenting the
hidden purpose of God, the secret
workings of His grace, in the treasure
that was there before the mind of
Christ, which He unfolds now to His
disciples, after He had sent the multi-
tude away (ver. 36). This, as the
subject-matter of what is of such value
in the eyes of the Lord, has ever been,
as it is to-day, the object of the special
attack of the enemy, and which, by
every means in his power, he seeks to
thwart, to disturb, or to deny. There
is nothing new in this opposition. The
priceless value of this pearl to the heart
of Christ, and the hopes of the Church
connected therewith, are belittled, or
refused to-day, as ever, to the detriment
of His delights, and the joy and blessing
of His own, and the wells of this
refreshment are stopped, as the Philis-
tines stopped the wells that Abraham
had dug, and filled them with earth.
But in the purpose of God the des-
tructive efforts of the enemy were to be
countervailed, ‘““And Isaac digged
again the wells of water which they had
digged in the days of Abraham his

father ; and he called their names after
the names by which his father had
called them ' (Gen. 26.}), The whole
truth of the Church, in that which
characterizes her, her calling and her
hopes, were long buried in the dark
ages of Christendom, practically from
the very times of the apostles them-
selves, as the literature that has come
down to us from earliest Christian times
shows ; until, within a comparatively
short time since, the Lord has seen fit
to open again these secret springs of
blessing, lying hidden, and yet on the
very surface of the Scripture, and
revived the light and understanding
and hopes of the Church afresh,

The teaching that the Church will
go through “ the tribulation” is an
attack upon this. Why should the
Church go through the * tribulation " ?
It would be incompatible with her
nature, her calling, and her destiny,
as revealed in Scripture. That others,
who belong to the place where the
tribulation is bound to come, should
for that reason go through it, is of
itself a sufficient reason, if there were
no other, that those who do not belong
to that place should not go through it.
They are not of this world even at its
best. Their call is “out from" it;
their destiny is ' outside " of it ; their
characteristic feature is that * they
are not of it;"” and their present
interests and all their hopes are
“above” it. Why then should they
go through the tribulation that will
come upon it, even as a matter of
purification, seeing that their future
is not involved in the glory that will
be consequent upon it? No: the
Church’s hopes are heavenly, and to



384

heaven she expects to go, not into
‘“the temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth,” seeing that the
promise is given to her to be kept from
that ‘ hour ”’ (Rev. 3. 10).

That this hope should be, as ever,
the object of attack, and the truth of it
beclouded is not surprising. See what
the enemy would gain by it, in the
retrospect of the Church’s history in
the dark ages in the past, when this
heavenly hope waned in her breast,
and her conduct accordingly sank to
the level of the world around. See,
again, of what joy in the exhibition of
her beauty the Lord was deprived,
and what blessing and spiritual power
was lost to her, too, as she lay be-
draggled and bespattered in the cor-
ruptions of the world, which had
refused her Lord. Of old it was said
to the Queen in Psalm 435., the offspring
of His royal choice, ‘' Hearken, O
daughter, and consider, and incline
thine ear : forget also thine own people,
and thy father’s house; so shall the
King greatly desire thy beauty ; for He
is thy Lord} and worship thou Him.”
This was the place, analogously, to
which the Church was called. It was
in this respect she failed, as the deceiver
seduced her from her loyalty (2 Cor.
11. 2, 3). It is back to this the Spirit
of God has been recalling her, will
recall her, as the preparation for His
coming, that she should be ready to
receive Him. Of this we are assured,
by the parable of the virgins (Matt.
25. 1-I3), when the midnight cry,
““ Behold the Bridegroom,” awakes the
sleepers to go out again to meet Him.
Note, that while Matthew 13. gives us
the present similitudes of the kingdom,
Matthew 23, gives the final phrase of
1t, ““ Then shall the kingdom of heaven
be likened,” etc.]

The expression ‘‘ kingdom of heaven”’
is apparently taken from Daniel 4. 26.
Nebuchadnezzar had regarded himself
““ the tree whose height reached unto
heaven and the sight thereof to all the
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earth,” and ‘ this great Babylon”
that he * had built for the house of the
kingdom,”” as the centre of all majesty
and power; but he was to learn the
lesson that ‘‘the heavens rule,” and
the Most High who sitteth therein.
Moreover, Jerusalem was the capital
on earth, and not Babylon, and Christ
was “born King of the Jews,” and
King He was by right, though rejected,
and hence we have in Matthew 13. not
the kingdom itself, but “ the mysteries
of the kingdom of heaven,” 7.e. the
things connected with the kingdom
during the rejection of the King, when
the seat of authority is transferred
from Jerusalem and located in heaven,
where the King is, until He returns, as
Son of Man, Lord of all, in His glory to
sit on the throne of His glory in His
coming kingdom (Matthew 25. 31, etc.).

The Gospel of Matthew opens in a
very remarkable way. The personal
and divine glory of the Lord is set
forth strikingly, and the miracle of His
birth through the wvirgin, in the
fulfilment of the prophecy that an-
nounced Him as Emmanuel :(—* God
with us.” Moreover, His name was to
be called Jesus, ¢.e. ““ Jehovah Saviour,”
because He was “to save His people
from their sins.” And accordingly
wise men came from the regions of the
rising of the sun, saying, “ Where is He
that is born King of the Jews? "

In the opening chapters of the Gospel
the kingdom 1s presented to the Jews,
in the blessedness of its precepts
(chaps. 5.-7.), and the powers that
accompanied it (chaps. 8., 9.), and in
the fullness of the proclamation that
made it known all the country over
(chap. 10,). But the imprisonment of
John Baptist by Herod, and the utter
regardlessness of the cities where most
of the mighty works of the Lord had
been done (chap. 11.), prepares us for
the pronounced hostility and blas-
phemous rejection by the religious
leaders of the people, of ‘' the kingdom
of God that was come among them "
(chen. 12, 28).
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Rejected by the people at the
instigation of their leaders, He, in
return, rejects them, and disavows His
natural relation to.them as one born
among them, and proclaims henceforth
that, “ whosoever doeth the will of My
Father which is in heaven, the same
is my brother and sister and mother ”
(chap. 12. 46-50).

Thereupon commences (chap. 13.)
‘“the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven,” as connected with heaven
locally, the place where the King now
is, during the period of His rejection.
In Luke and elsewhere the same is
called ““the kingdom of God,” con-
necting the thought, morally, with
God, whose kingdom it is {c¢f. Psalm
145.).

We have then, in the similitudes of
the kingdomofheaven: First—thethree
parables that set forth its outward
form, as we see it accomplished in the
history of what we call Christendom,
viz., the parable of the wheat and the
tares (vers. 24—30), the parable of the
mustard seed (vers. 3I, 32), and the
parable of the leaven (vers. 33-43) ;
and Second—the three parables that set
forth the intrinsic excellency of that
which was before the eye of God.

And first—the treasure hid in the
field, Verse 38 tells us that “ the field
is the world,” and for the sake of the
treasure in it, secret, hidden as it is
from the eyes of man, Christ has bought
it all. What that treasure is, is not yet
revealed. ‘‘ The foxes have holes, and
the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has not where to lay His
head.” Yet it is all His own, and He
will be glorified in it, for He has bought
it. But even that fact they dispute,
and His right and title over them
thereby (2 Peter 2. 1). He is ““ King of
Kings and Lord of Lords;’ yet He
sits on no earthly throne ; He is Prime
Minister of no parliament ; nor is His
vote recorded at any election, and His
voice is not heard in the politics of the
world. But He will reign “in truth,
in meekness, and in righteousness”
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(Psalm 45. 4) ; He will redress the rights
of the widow and the fatherless (Psalm
72.); and in His ‘ goodness and mercy
and power,” He will “open His hand
and satisfy the desire of every living
thing ” (Psalm 145).

Then, secondly, the * pearl of great
price”’ betokens what is the present
object, during all this period of His
rejection, of the heart of Christ, That
15 the Church, of which He speaks
again (Matt. 16, 18), for which He gave
up everything, as the merchantman,
“ when he had found one pearl of great
price went and sold all that he had and
bought it.,” So * Christ loved the
Church and gave Himself for it”
(Eph. 5. 25). He sacrificed all His
earthly glory, pro fem., that He might
satisfy His supreme delight in the
possession of His heavenly Bride. He
who touched Jerusalem touched the
apple of Jehovah’s eye (Zech. 2. 8).
What shall be said of him who touches
that which is nearest to the heart of
Christ ? To dislocate her from the
place in which His love has put her
would be to undertake an evil work
indeed,

Thirdly, in the parable of the net,
we have the gathering 4n of the
good fish now, the present work of the
servants of Christ ; finishing up with the
work of the angels at “‘ the end of the
age,” in gathering out the wicked from
the just, and casting them into the
furnace of fire (ver. 49). With that
work we have nothing to do. Compare
again verses 38—42.

From these similitudes in the Gospel
of Matthew we may turn for a moment
to the way in which the coming of the
Lord is spoken of in 1 and 2 Thessa-
lonians.

As in Matthew 13. 3043 and 49, 50
we read that ‘‘ the wicked are severed
from the just,” and again, Matthew
24. 37-41, ““ two shall be in the field,
the one shall be taken and the other
left,” ¢.e. taken away in judgment, and
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left for blessing, so now we read in
I Thessalonians 4. 13~18, by contrast,
“we which are alive shall be caught up
—raptured—to meet the Lord in the
air ; and so we shall be ever with the
Lord.” These two events are in direct
contrast—the one is the taking away
the wicked from among the just for
judgment, the other is the rapture of the
saints for blessing. This is the most
immediate and vital point in connec-
tion with the coming of Christ as the
special ‘““hope of the Church.” The
coming of Christ, or, as it means more
literally, His *‘ presence,’” means a great
deal more; it includes all connected
with the kingdom; but what is unique
and our special hope is the * rapture.”
Accordingly the Apostle speaks in a
general way of His coming (x Thess.
1. 10), for which the saints were waiting,
as the Apostle himself was (chap. 2. 19),
and this hope was a powerful incen-
tive to holiness (chap. 3. 13); but
beside all that, he instructs them
further in the special and comforting
hope of the rapture (chap. 4. 13-18).
Then in chapter 5. 2, etc. he speaks of
““the day of the Lord,” which must
be kept clearly distinguished from
“the coming of the Lord;” for as
the latter expression is fraught with
blessing, that which characterizes the
former is judgment, and only judg-
ment, as preparatory to the glory that
is to follow after (¢f. Isa. 2, 12;

4. 6).

Now if the “ rapture’ of the saints
(x Thess. 4.) is to be distinguished from
‘““the day of the Lord,” the question
arises which of these events precedes
the other ? On this matter 2 Thessa-
lonians 2. is decisive. There were those
already who were seeking to ““ deceive "
the saints, saying, “that the day of
the Lord had come,” was then present,
for so 2 Thessalonians 2. 2 should be
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read—not, ‘‘ the day of Christ is at
hand ’—and the great and incontest-
able proof that it had not come was the
fact of the saints being here, and not
“raptured "—" we beseech you,” he
says, ‘‘ by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and our gathering together unto
Him,” 7.e. the “ rapture ” in which he
had instructed them (1 Thess. 4. 17),
that they should not suffer themselves
to be disturbed in mind, or deceived
by any such deceit. The devil of old
had deceived Eve into believing that
they would not come into the judgment
pronounced on disobedience ; he now
seeks to deccive the other Eve by
assuring her therc was no escape for
her from the judgment that was
predicted as coming on the apostate
world. That judgment cannot come
until ““ the apostacy comes " first ; not
merely an apostacy, of which there has
been many, but the last and final revolt
of man from the recognition of God in
any form, and from anything that
claims man’s homage to anything but
himself. An apostate Christendom
will fall under that judgment; Israel,
as an earthly people, as apostate, will
fall under it; while there will be also
amongst them an elect remnant who
will be brought through it. But the
saints “in Christ,” dead or living, are
neither earthly in their hopes, nor
apostatein their character ; and it isour
‘“comfort ” to know that “ the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven, and
the dead in Christ shall rise first ; then
we who are alive and remain shall be
raptured to meet the Lord in the air;
and so we shall ever be with the Lord.”
Amen.

All this is figured in Enoch, who
represents the saints raptured before
the flood, while in Noah, the saved
remnant of Israel who come through
1t are represented.
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Acts 26,9-18,

1 Cor, 15, 8-10,
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(JAMEs G@REER,)

—

Eph. 3. 1-11,

T is with the thought of helping

some who, perhaps, may not have
distinctly before their minds and
hearts what the thought of God is for
His saints in this present time of the
Lord’s absence {rom carth, and also
to stir up all our minds by way of
remembrance, that T have rcad these
scriptures.

We must always be losers, unless we
have very clearly before our hearts,
what are God’s thoughts for His
people at this particular period.
The effort of Satan, in one way or
another, is to divert us from these
thoughts as they are now revealed.
If he cannot take away from us the
precious truths we have learnt of the
gospel, his energies are directed to
sap the foundations of affection for
Christ in our souls.

Let me call your attention to
Ephesians 3. 5, where the Apostle
speaks of “ the mystery ' which he
says, ‘“in other ages was not made
known unto the sons of men as it is
now revealed unto His holy apostles
and prophets by the Spirit.” God has
dealt in various ways with the sons of
men in the ages and generations which
have elapsed since He placed them
upon this earth. He set ADAM in a
place of responsibility in oréler that, by
dependence upon God and obedience
to Him, he might be His representative
to the creation ; from that place he fell,
and the principle of obedience to God
was for the moment lost. The effect of
Adam’s act of disobedience worked in
the hearts of men until the whole
world became so corrupt that it had to
be destroyed by the flood.

Then God sought to establish govern-
ment in NOAH, saved through the
judgment ; but Noah's incapacity for
this was soon manifest in his failure to

govern himself, and his descendants
speedily fell into the hands of Satan,
and yielded themselves ready victims
to the dominion of demons, under the
outward form of idol worship.

Out of this condition ABRAHAM
was called, and to him was com-
mitted the revelation that the God of
glory was the Almighty God. The
faith of Abraham laid hold on this,
counting that God was able even to
raise the dead, for in presence of the
fact that God was almighty, it followed
that with Him nothing was impossible,
But the family of whom Abraham was
head departed from this great truth,
and we find them groaning beneath
Egyptian bondage, having no con-
fidence that the God of their fathers
was able even to take them out of the
land of Egypt.

God’s answer was to raise up
MOSES, typically drawn out of death,
and making him the head of the
people, brought out another thought :—
Was it possible for men to obtain life
on the ground of law? Life had been
lost by disobedience, now men shall
have a holy, righteous law ; can life be
regained by obedience to that law?
Isracl, not knowing themselves, ac-
cepted its conditions, only to fall under
the judgment of God in consequence
of their utter failure to keep it, Never-
theless, grace established the nation in
the land of Canaan, under the sway of
God, who had fulfilled His promise to
their fathers; but Israel did not abide
in His goodness, and at last desired the
rule of man rather than the rule of
God. Then God brought in a man of
His own choice, DAVID, and making
him the head of the kingdom, deposited
in him the promises and blessings
relating to His anointed king. Again
departure rapidly set in, and Israel
fell in the fall of their kings, the
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captivity closing their sorrowful history
until God’s good time.

All these dealings of God with men
were earthly, the heads of the various
dispensations gave character to them,
but this character was wholly con-
nected with that which was here on
earth. True, there was in individuals
the faith that reached out beyond, and
laid hold of the eternal realities of God,
but that was another thing, and did
not involve any revelation of the
thoughts of God in relation to heaven.

At length God’s Son came, the true
seed of David, and the One who in His
own blessed Person was the revelation
of God. He was presented first to the
nation as the Messiah of Israel, but
they filled up the measure of their sin
in ascribing to the power of Satan the
works of love and mercy which He was
doing by the Holy Ghost. What
marvellous patience is seen in these
various dealings of God, His long-
suffering, His tender compassion, and
when their sin had reached its height
in the crucifixion of His own beloved
Son, the risen Christ was presented
once more to the nation (in answer,
doubtless, to the Lord’s prayer,
“ Father forgive them ”), for their
acceptance, as the Apostle Peter an-
nounced (Acts 3. 20), but even that
was rejected, and everything closed
for the Jew in the martyrdom of
Stephen. Pardon me for going over
these things, but I feel that it is im-
portant we should have distinctly
before our souls, God’s dealings with
the sons of men after an earthly order,
so that we may have clearly before our
hearts what He is doing at the present
time, and unless we do know that, we
shall not be able to stand in the evil
day, because if the true centre of God’s
thoughts is not a fixed thing in our
hearts, we are in danger of being
carried about with every wind of
doctrine.

With the rejection of the risen
Christ, the ministry which had been
confided to the twelve apostles under-
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went a change ; up until then it had
been connected entirely with Jews
and the earthly kingdom, and although
a great thing had taken place at
Pentecost, viz. The baptism of the
Spirit, the full import of this had yet to
be made known.

The tenth chapter of the Acts shows
how slowly the Apostle Peter took in
the truth that the church was to be
composed not only of Jews but of
Gentiles ; still, even in this, the eternal
secret of the heart of God was not yet
made known. For this purpose Saul
of Tarsus was chosen, a man with an
intelligence which set him above his
fellows : characterized by great natural
force of mind ; with the highest educa-
tion of the day, and with all the position
birth could give him from a religious
standpoint; such a man is found
persecuting to the death all that called
upon the name of Jesus. To him, as to
one born out of due time (marking the
unusual character of that which now
for the first time was to be made
known) is revealed the light of the
glory of that same Jesus. One single
moment suffices to show to him the
worthlessness of all his learning, his
intelligence, his religious zeal ; and to
bring him down with his face to the
earth, to listen to the most wonderful
words ever told to mortal man; he
hears the voice of the risen, glorified,
exalted Christ saying, *“ Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou ME.” How utterly
unable one feels to say much about the
wonder revealed in these words; they
speak of things altogether beyond that
which the mind can grasp. But God
addresses Himself to the affections He
has formed in the soul, so that the
heart, won by His own infinite love, is
led into the understanding of this
deepest secret, hitherto hidden in Him-

self.
*¢ It is the heart and net the brain,
‘Which to the highest doth attain,
And he who follows love’s behest,
Far exceedeth all the rest.”

Beloved, do not attempt to grasp
““ the mystery " by asking for explana-
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tions in order to satisfy the mind, but
may each of us follow the example of
the Apostle, and bow our knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ; it is
thus we may learn it, attracted by the
love and grace that takes up the most
worthless objects in order to display
itself. Paul could say, ““ To me who am
less than the least of all saints,” to me
who “ persecuted the church of God,”
is this grace given, and by that grace
“I am what I am.”

CHRIST, the Head of His Body, the
Church—such a thing had never been
rcvealed before; there had been the
head of a race, Adam; the head of
the family of Israel, Abraham; the
head of the kingly house, David;
Nebuchadnezzar was made head of the
Gentiles ; but never had it entered the
conception of any mind that there
should be a Head in heaven and a body
here on earth, united by one Spirit.
This it was that lay in the Lord’s words
to Saul of Tarsus.

In connection with that which was
earthly, things were inherited, promises
were handed down, received by tradi-
tion from the fathers; and now Satan
uses this rudiment of the world to
weaken in our souls heavenly realities,
by getting us on the line of deriving
from one another, and receiving truth
on the ground of tradition. Men of
God that we may well look up to have
taught us what they have learned from
the Lord in glory, but unless we
receive the truth in our hearts from
Him who is the Head in heaven, it will
have no power with us. We may be
led to a certain extent into an
outward position consistent with the
truth, but let opposition come, let
us be tested, and unless we have
received it from the Lord, failure will
surely follow. That is, I think, the
reason so many dear saints are carried
about hither and thither : because they
do not held “ the Head,” and receive
the truth in their souls from Him from
whom all supply comes to His members
here.
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Could anything be more wonder-
ful to the heart that loves Him, than
to be connected in this blessed unity
with Him where He is, exalted to the
highest place. A name given Him
above every name, a name that leaves
every other name far beneath it. No
wonder that as the glory of that light
filled the soul of the Apostle, he could
say that he counted all things but loss,
for the excellency of the knowledge of
Christ Jesus his Lord.

God has revealed the eternal purpose
of His love, to sum up all things in
Christ, and He has given Him a body
to be the expression of Himself. It was
in His heart from eternity, and now in
bringing it to light He has brought
eternity to us. Times and seasons
belong not to those who are called with
this calling. The Lord has been seated
in heaven nearly two thousand years
as we count time, but long as this
period seems to us, it is not reckoned.
The present interval has nothing to do
with time, it belongs to Eternity and
eternal purposes altogether, and when
time and seasons shall resume their
course and shall finally be closed, the
church shall abide to all eternity, for
His own praise and His own glory
May our hearts be deepened in affection
for Christ, so that earthly hopes and
expectations may fade in the glory of
that light. Yes, the Lord is coming,
coming for all His saints; not only
coming
“To bid the whole creation smile, and hush its

groan,”

Blessed moment indeed that will be,
but He is coming in order to take His
church, His bride to Himself. For her
He gave all that He had, yea, even
Himself, and He is coming for her, first
of all to satisfy the love of His own
heart, and that she may be to Him the
answer to all His toil and all His sorrow.
As a bride adorned for her husband,
she will be for His affections what
nothing else can be; the peculiar
purchase of His own precious blood, the
pearl of great price. To come forth in
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the morning of His glory as the fullness
of Him that filleth all in all. Every-
thing that has failed in the hands of
men will be taken up by Christ. All
the purposes of God for man, the
promise and mighty power declared to
Abraham, kingly rights of David,
Gentile supremacy and Messiah glory.
But he will associate His church with
Himself in taking up all these. She is
His body and His bride, and in the
revelation of Himself through her all
the glory of God shall be displayed, and
the nations shall walk in the light of it.
The bride, the Lamb’s wife, shall be
that in which the intelligences of the
whole universe, shall learn the marvel-
lous grace of the heart of God (Rev. 21.
23, 24 ; Eph. 3. 10}

What the Lord cherishes to day in
our souls is affection for Himself, the
true answer to all questions is the
knowledge of Hislove. He is the Head
of His body, and in that mystery all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge are
hid., The heart taken up with Himself
knows, taught by the Holy Spirit in
His word, that He will not leave His
own here,

The church so dear to Him will be
Afternoon, Oclober 242k,
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taken out of this world. The mighty,
eternal, marvellous work of God for
the glory of Christ will be completed
before times and seasons return to
their course, and the storm of judg-
ment bursts upon this guilty scene.

There is a practical effect to be
wrought by the knowledge of these
things ; there should be a walking
worthy of the calling wherewith we are
called, a meek and lowly pathway out-
side of all party names and religious
circles. Let the soul once get en-
tranced with the glory of that Name
which is above every name; then
satisfied with it, we shall seek to be
gathered to that Name alone. That
Name will gather all His own out of
this world, that Name is sufficient to
gather to Himself the whole church of
God, while we wait for Him.

If we love Him we shall take in our
affection also His church, scattered and
divided as it is in our eyes; but His
eye seeing it according to His own
thoughts as it will be in that day when
He will present it to Himself, a glorious
church not having spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, but holy and without
blemish (Eph. 5. 2%).

The Love of Christ

(Wr. BARKER.)

John 13, 1-17, 34.

HAVE not read these verses that

I might enlarge on the subject of
feet-washing or deal with the deep
spiritual truth that lies underneath
that simple and lowly service of our
gracious Lord and Master, But 1
would say a few words, as the Lord
shall enable me, on the love of Jesus—
what lay behind it; even of the LORD
JESUS, as we Christians delight to call
Him. And here we have a theme in
which the youngest believer may re-
joice, even as it makes the eyes of older
ones to beam with joy and gladness.

Now mark the words with which the
Holy Spirit has been pleased to speak
of it: ‘“ Having loved His own that
were in the world, He loved them unio
the end.” The love of Christ, then, is as
unchanging and eternal as Himself.

Let us dwell for a moment on those
words “ H1s own.” They describe a
circle within which all Christians stand,
they compass them about on every
side. What idea springs up before your
mind as those words fall upon your
ear ? Perhaps some one says, ““ They
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speak of purchase—we are His own
because He has bought us with a great
price. Poor worthless things as we are,
we have been bought, not with silver or
gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ.” True; and no saint for a
moment would deny it; but are they
suggestive of nothing more ? Suppose
you are on a visit to a wealthy friend,
He shows you over his broad acres and
over his grand house with its elegant
appointments, and tells you in the
pride of his heart that all your eyes
behold is his by right and title, It is
his property. Is there nothing more
than that in the words on which we are
commenting ¢ Sometimes a husband
looks into the eyes of his wife with
affection—tender and strong-—and calls
her, in precious accents, ‘ his very own,’”’
or the fond mother, standing by the
cradle of her firstborn, takes her little
darling up in her arms, and in all the
warmth and ardour of her maternal
affection covers that child with kisses
and calls it “ her own.” Does the idea
of property enter into that? Nay;
but affection, love—deep, unutterable
love, It is so with the Saviour and
His own, They are loved by Him with
a love that no tongue can teach or
words express. How blessed to know
that we are among those who are thus
loved !

It is joy to us to think of Christ’s
love to His church. He gave Himself
for it, She is the one pearl of great
price, to possess which, and to make it
His very own the merchantman sold
all he had. His church He cherishes
and nourishes, and will nourish and
cherish till that hour when she shall
shine in all the beauty of her Divine
Head.

But while thus speaking of the love
of Christ to His church we rejoice to
know that each dear believer has his
or her place in the love of Jesus that
no other saint on earth will ever fill.
How very simply that comes out in
the Bethany chapter of our Gospel!
I mean John 11. 5, where it says:
“Now Jesus loved Martha, and her
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sister, and Lazarus.” The little word
‘““and "' distinguishing each dear name
of that beloved family. Martha had
her place in the love of Jesus, Mary
hers, and Lazarus his, just as you have
vours ; so that each of us may say in
the words of the Apostle Paul, “ The
Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.”” Oh, the love of
Christ is wonderful ! The Apostle Paul,
in that second prayer of his in the
Ephesians, speaks of it as that which
passeth knowledge. And yet he prayed
that the saints might know it | A para-
dox, some will say, Yes, but a paradox
that is plain enough to every Christian
understanding, We know it in mea-
sure, though it cannot be known in all
its fullness, In the knowledge of it we
may grow, though it be an ocean whose
depths none can fathom and whose
shores none can reach.

And, having loved us, He will never
cease to love us. No breakdown or
failure on our part can ever chill the
love of Christ or turn it away from its
object. That blessed Omne, having
loved us, will love us right to the end !
Think for a moment of what was soon
to come to pass in reference to the
Lord’s own disciples, and those that had
companied with Him during those
three years of His earthly ministry:
one was about to deny Him, and all
of them were about to forsake Him
and to flee, But, in spite of the denial
of the one, and the forsaking of the
rest, He loved them still with a love
that never faltered or gave way. Oh,
bless God, for the unchangeableness of
the love of Christ! To that love the
weary heart may turn, and I dare say
in an audience like this there are many
weary hearts, Sometimes you are
downcast, are you not, under the sense
of your own individual failure and
shortcomings ? It is so with you dear
young Christians, if your experience
answers to mine.

When I was a lad living in the city
of London I would go forth in the
morning resolved to be true and loyal
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to Christ that day. But I went forth
in my own strength, little as I sus-
pected it, only to find that my resolu-
tions were no stronger than straw. It
is then that the heart is tempted to
suppose that with such breakdowns
there must be some change in the heart
of Christ and in His love, How blessed
it 1s to know that when He took us up
He knew all our life history, from the
start of it to its close! He knew all
that we had been and all that we
should be, and yet it pleased Him to
make us His very own and to number
us among His saints! Think much
then of the unchanging love of Christ.
Let your heart live in the light and sun-
shine and warmth of it all your days.

One of the greatest needs of the
moment is devotedness to Christ. I
know it is easy for one to stand upon
this platform and insist on-the need of
devoted lives, and to enlarge upon the
beauty of devotedness in the abstract.
But tell me, all ye who enlarge upon it,
what will produce it? What will
change our poor life into a life devoted
to Christ in glory? I will tell you.
The knowledge—the growing know-
ledge—of that love that passes all
human thought. Get to know Christ,
get to know the love wherewith you
are loved, and it will colour and mould
your life as nothing else will. Oh, be-
loved, devotedness to Christ will never
be brought about by mere toil and
effort, Never! But keep in His com-
pany, beholding His beauty; live in
the faith and enjoyment of His ever-
lasting love, and, unconsciously to
yourself, yours will be a devoted life.
Many a saint has got a sight of Christ
upon the cross, and we must begin
there ; but oh! for a sight of Christ
in glory-—not simply as a Saviour from
coming wrath, though He will be that,
but as the One whose exceeding excel-
lence throws all the world’s glory into
the shade and makes us strangers here,

““] have seen the face of Jesus
Tell me not of aught beside ;
I have heard the voice of Jesus—
All my soul is satisfied.”
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Now, mark well the Lord’s words :
““A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you. . . . By this shall all
men know that ye are My disciples, if
ye have love aone to another.” The
Lord speaks of a new commandment.
It was no new commandment to love.
The Law enjoined those who were
under it to love. It laid them under
the obligation to love God with all their
heart, soul, strength and mind, and
their neighbour as themselves. The
newness of this commandment lay in
this, that they were to love one another
as the Lovd Jesus had loved them. Out-
side, tribulation, famine, nakedness,
peril, sword, storm, tempest, but in
that inner circle of * His own,” nothing
but love.

The blessed Master of us all, as His
day upon earth was drawing to its
close, and as the dark shadows of
Calvary were crossing His holy path,
gathered around Him His own in that
upper chamber, and speaking to them
in tones—tender and earnest—laid upon
them this solemn obligation to love one
another as He had loved them. And
observe what follows: ' By #his ’—
Brethren, as you read those words let
the whole weight of your voice rest on
that little word * THIS.”—" By #his
shall all men know that ye are My dis-
ciples.” They should be known as Hrs
disciples, not by their great spiritual
endowments ; not by their power to
work miracles ; not by the number of
their converts, though they might be
counted by thousands; but by THIS
they should be known, even by their
love one for another. Thatis the beau-
tiful, simple, heavenly badge by which
the disciples of the Lord Jesus were to
be known. Without this, what is the
worth cof anything? We may study
our Bible with diligence and be as
familiar with its great and grand doc-
trines as with the streets of the city in
which we live ; but what is the worth
of it all if LOVE be lacking ?

You remember 1 Corinthians 13. 1-3 :



Scripture Truth.

“ Though I speak with the tongues of
men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And
though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysterics, and all
knowledge ; and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove moun-
tains, and have not charity, I am
nothing. And though I bestow all my
goods to feed the poor, and though 1
give my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing.”
Think of that! Here is a man with so
eloquent a tongue that he can com-
mand at pleasure the attention of
listening crowds, possessing the gift of
prophecy, he can tell us things to
come. At every Conference and at all
Bible readings he takes the lead, for
all mysteries are plain to him and his
mind is enriched with knowledge of
every kind. As for difficulties, moun-
tains fly before him; as for money,
though he is the master of millions,
he is content to live in an humble
cottage that he might have the more
to give to the poor, and rather
than be untrue to his principles he
would give his body to be burned.
But-—oh, fatal but!—he 1is lack-
ing in love. Such a man, with all
these extraordinary gifts and shining
qualities, is written down in God’s
Evening, Oclober 25tk.
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book as “ NOTHING!”
forget it.

Let us not

It is very easy to love those that love
us; easy to love those that see eye to
eye with us and go to the same meet-
ings and sing out of the same hymn-
book ; Dut to love them that do not
see eye to eye with us, to go on loving
them because they belong to Christ, that
is divine love. I we did thus love,
how many of our difficulties would
vanish away, and instead of flinging
hard and stinging words at one another,
we should be kind, tender-hearted, and
forgiving, even as we have been for-
given. Shall we not kneel down and
look up into the face of Him who is
our Lord and Master, and say, ‘ Loxrd
Jesus, teach us to love all Thine own
because they belong to Thee. Teach
us to love them as Thou dost love them,
and help us, Lord, to be known by all
men as Thy disciples by this sweet and
heavenly badge.”

Brethren, I know what I have said
to-night will only die away as an echo
on the ear unless the unction of the
Holy Spirit be with it. The ministry
that has the edification of the saints in
view needs your prayers, for the most
heavenly ministry will profit nothing
apart from the unction and power of
the Holy Spirit.

(J. T. Mawson.)

Judges 6. 7~-16; 7. 19~22.

‘“*The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour’ (v. 12),

‘(o in this thy might, and thou shait save Israel,

. + « have not I sent thee?” (v.l14).

‘*Surely 1 will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man” (v, 16).

OUR feeling is one of deepest
gratitude to the Lord for the
gracious way in which He has minis-
tered to us in these meetings. We have
not only been reminded of the fact that
He is our glorious Head in heaven, but
we have also had a practical proof of
the deep interest which He takes in

His members upon the earth, and our
hearts have been made glad as we have
listened to the ministry that has come
to us from Himself.

But we do not live our lives in such
meetings as these. We have our
responsibility in the home and daily
routine, and in connection with our
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fellowship one with another in the
truth of God. That responsibility is
to work out into practice those blessed
truths which we delight to listen to.
It is here that failure has come in, and
it may be that there has arisen in our
thoughts the great contrast between
the truths we hear and the lives we
live. Perhaps we have been made to
feel how little the joy and the power of
these blessed things of God and His
Christ have been with us. We are going
back again to those circles where lie
our responsibilities, and is the future
to be as the past, or shall the spiritual
poverty and disaster give place to
spiritual prosperity and victory? We
desire the latter—earnestly do we de-
sire it. The question is: How can it
be secured?

THE GOD OF DELIVERANCES.

The first step, so it seems to me, is to
be conscious of the poverty, and need,
and weakness. If this is not confessed
there can be no advance. Woe betide
those who boastfully claim to be rich
and increased in goods, for they ¢ know
not that they are wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.” To feel and to acknowledge
our failure, to go low in the confession
of it before God, this is the way of
blessing, for God will meet us there.
And He is the same God who presented
Himself to Israel in our chapter. They
could not have been poorer than they
were, but when that poverty was felt,
and they cried to the Lord in their
distress, then He met them, and He
met them as the God of deliverances.
He carried their thoughts back to what
He had done for them in the past ; how
He had brought them out of their
captivity by a great deliverance ; ‘ how
He had dried the waters of the great
deep, and made the depths a way for
His ransomed to pass over,” and had
planted them in a rich inheritance,
driving out all their foes before them.
He wanted them to know that He was
just the same God as He had ever been ;
they had changed, but He remained
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the everlasting God, whose strength
cannot wane or falter. And we have
this selfsame God to turn to, the God of
deliverances, and if in our felt-weakness
we are with Him what matters it how-
soever strong the foe may be? If God
be for us who can be against us?

In the eyes of men nothing could
have Dbecn weaker than those few
unlearned fishermen in the presence of
the proud and bigoted leaders 1n
Jerusalem ; nothing could have been
weaker than that aged and chained
prisoner standing alone before the
might of Imperial Rome; nothing
could have been weaker than the
German monk witnessing for the truth
before all the pomp of an apostatizing
church, grown powerful in her depar-
ture from Christ ; and nothing, perhaps,
appears weaker than two or three
seeking to keep the Lord’s word and
not to deny His name. But out of
these weaknesses in the past, these
servants of Christ were made strong,
for God was there, and the God of
Pentecostal days, and of Paul, the
God of the Middle Ages in whom Luther
trusted, is the same God with whom
we have to do to-day—the everlasting
God, whose purposes cannot fail, and
against whose will no device of the
enemy can prosper, and His power is
at our disposal as our faces are turned
towards His goal for us. Let us believe
this, beloved brethren, and in simple
and holy faith rely upon Him.

THE CAUSE OF EVERY DEFEAT.

But mark the solemn words at the
end of verse 10: ““ But ye have not
obeyed my woice”’ Herein lies the
secret of the poverty and distress
which had overwhelmed Israel, and
herein lies the secret of every difficulty
and defeat, of all lack of spiritual
prosperity and power. If we have to
mourn to-day the poverty of the church
generally, or the lack of freshness and
blessing in our own souls, we may trace
this condition of things back to dis-
obedience to the Word of God. Take
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such a word, for instance, as that in
Colossians 3. 12-15. ‘‘ Put on therefore,
as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffering ; For-
bearing one ancther, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a quarel
against any : even as Christ forgave you,
so also do ye. And abowve all things
put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness. And let the peace of God
rule in your hearts, to which also ye
are called in one body; and be ye
thankful.”

If we had been obedient to such a
word as that, would there have been
the poverty, the spiritual destitution
which we deplore? But it is only
by the power of the unchanging God
that we can walk in obedience to
His word, yet that power has been
put at our disposal; it is wvested
in Christ for us. “For in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily, and ye are complete in
Him, which is the Head of all princi-
pality and power.”” What a thought |
All the fullness of the Godhead dwells
in the Man who died for us, and there
is not a power in the universe that can
hinder those vast resources flowing
down to us. If we are holding the
Head, obedience to the Word will be
our delight, and will be the natural
outflow of the life derived from Christ
the Head.

THE UPWARD PATH.

But how does this power show itself,
and who are they who can count upon
it? Gideon’s history, 1 believe, has
been divinely given to us that in it we
may see this illustrated. He is intro-
duced as threshing wheat in the secret
place to hide it from the Midianites, I
gather from that that he could not do
without the wheat, and that he prized
it highly ; he was determined not to be
robbed of it by the Midianites. The
wheat speaks of Christ. Is He so
indispensable and precious to us that
we delight, in secret, where no eye but
the Father’s, who seeth in secret, is upon
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us, to thresh out and feed upon the
truth as to Himself ? Are we deter-
mined to “hold this fast” which we
have at all cost, and refuse to yield one
bit of truth or ground to the foe? Itis
here that victory begins ; it is here that
we may become strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might, Not in the
public meeting, or before the eyes
of our brethren does the path of
victory begin, but in secret exercise
of soul before God.

‘“ Art thou weaned from Egypt’s pleasures?
God in secret thee shall keep }
There unfold His hidden treasures,
There His love's exhaustless deep.”

1t was to this son of the Abe-ezrite
that the messenger of God was sent
with this wonderful salutation, * The
Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of
valour,”” Every element of victory
was there, and this should yield much
cheer to us; only let our souls delight
themselves in Christ, and the world,
the flesh, and the devil are powerless
before us.

A second feature in Gideon was that
he sorrowed over the broken and fallen
condition of Israel. This was also a
proof of power in him and marked him
out as a suited vessel for the Lord. And
to us it should be a constant grief of
heart that the saints of God are in the
condition in which we see them.
Indeed, the more our souls feed upon
Christ in secret, and become familiar
with Himself and His thoughts, and
with His love and care for His church,
the deeper will be our exercise of soul
as we view that church robbed of the
precious truth, fed upon pernicious
doctrines, led upon evil ways, and
divided and broken by faction and
schism. Such exercise will be pleasing
to the Lord, for it will disclose a heart
in sympathy with His own as to His
interests on earth.

Still another indication that Gideon
was the subject of the gracious work of
God appears, He had low thoughts
of himsell. In his own eyes he was of a
poor family and himself the least of,
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all in it. He was a “nobody,” and,
indeed, the man who thinks himself to
be somebody is just the man who will
not be used of God to help His saints,
for he is not with God, nor God with
bim, But in the presence of the One
who made Himself of “ no reputation ”’
dare any of us have high thoughts of
self 7 We have but to contemplate
the surpassing lowliness of Him who,
taking the form of a servant, humbled
Himself even to the death of the
cross, to see how out of place is every
lofty thought. Let this mind be in you
which was also in Christ Jesus. May
these three distinctive marks of the
grace of God be seen in us all : (1) The
appreciation of and holding fast the
truth as to Christ. (2) Love and care
for His saints. (3) Low thoughts of self.

There are many details as to how
God led His servant along the road of
exercise to the final victory, full of
interest and instruction, which we
must pass over to-day. Suffice it to say
that as a result of all that God taught
him, he was able, at last, in a conquering
faith to link his name with God’s, and
to cry ‘“ The sword of the Lord and of
Gideon.” His whole thought and
purpose was bound up, and one with
the Lord’s, like that other good soldier
who could say, * The testimony of the
Lord, and of me His prisoner.”” The
testimony of the Lord was everything
to Paul. The glorious gospel of God
concerning His Son, the risen Man, in
whom 1is secured all glory for God and
blessing for men; for this he lived,
aye, and died also. May we, like him,

Afternoon, Qclober 25th.
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being strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus, stand without shame or
fear in this same testimony.

But this is not to be done in the
strength of men; we must fall back
upon the power of God. It was not by
methods learnt in the military schools
that Gideon overthrew the Midianites.
Trumpets, pitchers, and lamps—these
were their weapons. To this we have a
reference in 2 Corinthians 4. 6,%. * For
God who commanded the light to shine
out of the darkness hath shined in our
hearts, to give the light of the know-
ledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure
in earthen vessels, that the excellency of
the power may be of God, and nof of us.”

Yes, that is it ; if the gloriouslight of
the knowledge of God which has shone
into our hearts, and which we carry
about with us as a priceless treasure,
is to shine out in the darkness about us,
the power must all be of God. So that
we come back again to that with which
we began, that all the power for victory
in the path of faith and testimony is in
God, the everlasting, unchanging Geod,
the God of deliverances. He must
work in us to bring us into subjection
to His thoughts and make us service-
able to Himself, but the end is assured.

Let us set out, in confidence in Him,
along the road of His will; His power
will sustamn us in every step we take
upon it until He brings us to fipal
victory, and then shall we with Joy
bear witness to the fact that Himself
has done it all.

-Soon shall eternal triumph yield
Repose from off the battlefield ;
All power of evil trodden down,

The waving palm .

. . the glittering crown. . . .

Then, Blessed Lord, we’ll shout to Thee
Of full and perfect victory.

“ Thou shalt guide me by Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory '’ (Ps. 73. 24).



